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HAPPINESS and MISERY. 


By THIN AUTHOR or SOLITARY WALKS, &c. 


PY » Allegory taught many of the objects to 
Speak * e language of Virtue, while Imagination lent her 


2 to give the leſſons an engaging air. 
Henvey' s Meditations, 


J have ufed Similitudes, Hol. my 10. 
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Advertiſement. 


48 the preſent age may well be fliled, An age 
of Amuſements (according to the common obſervation, 
Amuſement's the word) wherein new d:verſions 
are daily found out, for the young, polite, diſſipated 
and the gay, to paſs away time, fill up the chaſms 
of converſation, and unbend the mind from the ſe- 
verity of intenſe application; the Author of the fol- 
lowing Treatiſe begs leave to put in his claim, and 
addreſs himſelf to the chearfully ſerious and ſober- 

minded, to engage their attention, not with dramatic 
imitations, or firiflures on the reigning follies of 


the times, but leaving them to the province of the © 
orator, the pulpit and the flage, would attempt, 
from the preſs, to furniſh a new mode of Serious 
Amuſements, for the entertainment of thoſe, who 
thro' buſineſs, exerciſe or pleaſure, walk the Areets 
of London, ar any other capital city, town, or place 
, trade. | 
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A general Hint to Ambulators. 


AS every ſhop takes its name from the goods, 
Sc. it contains, ſo our minds are known whether 
ood or bad, from our words and actions as the 


tradeſmar generally endeavours not only to attract 


the attention, but gain the cuſtom of the paſſenger, 


by expoſing in bis windows ſome of the be ft com- 


" modities of his ſhop, ſo let every one endeavour, by 
bi amiable conduft and behaviour, not only to 


attract the notice, but gain the fries and eſteem 
of al around, 


PREFACE. 


N the enſuing Treatiſe, the Author has en- 
deavoured to lead the Reader's thoughts 
from earth to Heaven, and from the creature 
to the CREATOR, by ſpiritualizing the different 
trades, and other objects he is likely to pals by in 
his daily walks, in a familiar, inſtructive andenter- 
training manner, and deducing from them the moſt 
weighty conſiderations for his faith and practice *. 
The importance of governing our thoughts aright, 
can be urged from no motives or arguments ſo 
cogent and perſuaſive. as the power they have 
over our actions, and their natural propenſity 
to lead us aſtray. A late excellent writer on 
| ſelf-knowledge +, ſpeaking of the thoughts we 
ſhould avoid. and ſhun, as well as thoſe we 
ſhould value and preſerve, ſays, Whatever 
„ thoughts give a man a rational and religious 
cc pleaſure, and tend to improve the heart and 
« underſtanding, are to be favored, often re- 
cc called, and carefully cultivated ; nor ſhould 
&« we diſmiſs them, till they have made ſome 
c improvement and impreſſion on our minds 
« which are likely to abide there; and cloſes 
the chapter with obſerving, ** That it is a very 


The real Chriſtian can employ his leiſure hours ia no 
amuſement ſo ſuitable to his character, and ſo well adapted to 
ir:prove and entertain his mind, and aſſiſt him in the divine 
life, as ſpiritualizing temporal things, 


+ Maſon on Self-knowledge, chap, 14. 


1 


vi ALATA YA. 


4c dangerous thing to think, as many are apt to 
« do, that it is a matter of . indifference what 
& thoughts they entertain in their minds, ſince 
ec the reaſon of things concur with the teſti- 
c mony of the holy Scriptures, to aſſure us, 
« that the allowed thought of fooliſhneſs is 
« ſin. If fo, it highly becomes every one often 
to think on the things of Gop and another 
world; which nothing may help us to do 


better, than tpiritualizing the different accidents 


we meet with, the various objects that preſent 

themſelves to our view, and the particular buſi- 

neſs or ſituation Providence has placed us in“. 
We are prone to think evil (as well as do 


it) as the ſparks fly upwards; our hearts are de- 


ceirful and corrupted, our underſtandings dark- 


| ened, and our minds blinded by the luſts of 


the fleſh, the world, and our depraved na- 
tures; then how earneſt ſhould we be for 
the guidance and direction of the Moſt High, 
and join with the royal Pſalmiſt in praying, 
Lead us, O Go, in the right way, and ſbetu us 
the path which terminates in peace may we, in 
tracing the omniſcience, omnipreſence, power 
and goodneſs of the ALMIGHTY, in the works 
of His hands, with the pious Mr. Addiſon, be 
loſt in wonder, love and praiſe. Our SAvioux 
when on earth, dealt much in parables, as they 


» as N — 


Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
Appointed, which declares his dignity, 
And the regard of Heav'n on all his ways; 
While other animals unactive range, 
And of their doings Gop takes no account, 
| Par. Loſt, b. 4, J. 618. 


Were 


N R E. PF. A; C E. vii 


were the means of conveying inſtruction, in 
a pleaſing, and familiar way, to the young, 
weak and ignorant; And He ſpale many things 
unto them in parables, and without a parable ſhake 


| He nat unto them(x). By theſe the important 


matters of Religion are imbibed with pleaſure, 
embraced. with willingneſs, make deeper. and 


more laſting impreſſions vn the mind, and are 


retained with greater eaſe : it is the means, thro? 


the bleſſing of Gon, of convincing the thought- 


leſs and unconcerned, and bringing even children 


to hear and imbibe inſtruction with delight. 


But as parables do not hold good in every point, 
ſo in the following pages, ſeveral compariſons 
are not to be explicitly conſidered as agreeing 
in every reſpect, as Mr. Hervey, in his deſcant 
on the creation, juſtly obſerves; I am ſenſible, 


c in many circumſtances, there is not an exact 


ce correſpondence ; but if (ſays he) in ſome 
cc grand particulars the reddition anſwers to the 
« deſcription, this, I truſt, will be ſufficient for 
e my purpoſe, and ſatisfactory to my readers.“ 
He adds, If the ſimilitudes our Saviour 
« made uſe of, in His preaching to the people, 
« were ſcrupulouſly ſifted, or rigorouſly ftrained, 

« for an entire coincidence in every circumſtance, 
tc they would appear to great diſadvantage, and 


©. lead into palpable inconveniences *.” That 


| (x) Matt. xiii. 3. 


* Cxa1sT compares Himſelf to a door, an highway, and a 
vine, with many other ſuch-like fimiles. Read Dr, Watts's 
146th Hymn on the characters of CuRIsT, drawn from in- 
animate things in Scripture, 


it 
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it is our priviledge, as well as duty, Wat Firn 


God, and be in the fear of the Loxp all the 
day long, the Scriptures prove beyond a doubt ; 
any endeayors then to aſſiſt therein, cannot be 
thought unſeaſonable by thoſe, in particular, who | 


| have the cauſe and intereſt of true piety at heart. 


However common the ſubjects are, from which 


theſimiles are drawn, if they dobut make a ſuitable 


impreſſion on the mind, and lead any to the know- 
ledge of themſelves, their ſpiritual wants and ne- 
ceſſities, and the infinite obligations they are un- 
der to the Gop of all grace, for the powers, capa- 
cities and priviledges they enjoy ®, they are to 
be valued and eſteemed. For this end and view 


alone, the Author ſubmits them to the peruſal 
of the public, hoping, as they are well intended, 
they will meet with a favorable reception and a 


kind indulgence, eſcape the Jaſhes of the critic's 
pen, and gain the approbation of their candid 
readers, | 


Jan, 18, 1775 : : G. W. 


N. B. As it would have ſwelled the ſize of 
the following Treatiſe much greater than de- 


ſigned , if all the texts of Scripture, in the notes, 
had been inſerted at large, the Author begs the 
Reader will refer to them as they occur, they 


fully proving the truth of his obſervations. 


— — 
—_ 


* Labour, but ſlight not meditation 
Meditate, but flight not labour. ConFusrvs, 


The ſmall ſize of this volume renders it more portable, 


and a ſuitable companion, or pocket - book, for chriſtian 
ambulators. | | : 
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WALKING AMUSEMENTS 


FOR 
CHEARFUL CHRISTIANS; 
O R 


TRADES SPIRITUALIZ'D. 


Walk tircumſpettly, not as fools, but as 
 wwiſe, redeeming the time, becauſe the 
days are evil. Epheſians v. 15; 


| Guard well thy thoughts, our theuphts 
are heard in Heav's, 
Dr. YounGs. 


Thou knoweſt my down-ſitting and up-rifing, 
Thou n my thoughts afar off. 
Pſalm cxxxix. 2. 
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Walking Amuſements 
ror. „„ 


Chearful Chriſtians. | 


HEN we are walking the ſtreets of 

this great metropolis, the trifles that 

are apt to engage our notice and attention, and 
the many temptations we are daily ſutrounded 
with and liable to fall into, call aloud for con- 
ſtant Watchfulneſs and Circumſpection. The 
unwearied aſſiduity of the devil to enſnare our 
ſouls and make us ſtumble from our chriſtian 
profeſſion, ſhould excite us to be ever on our 
guard: one avenue by which he gains admit- 
tance into our minds, and cauſes us roo often 
3 2 to 


* 


4 WALKING AMUSEMENTS. 


to yield to his allurements, is thoughts *, which 
he effects in the following manner; When he 
finds us idle, or our minds diſengaged from 
Religion and buſineſs; well knowing how eaſily 
we are overcome, . preſents ſuch objects to our 
ſenſes as introduce wicked thoughts into our 
_ breaſts, and. they, by influencing our words and 
actions, cauſe us to err from the paths of Reli- 
gion almoſt imperceptibly, and in the end, prove 
the greateſt inlets to vice, immorality and pro- 
faneneſs. This ſhould teach every, one carefully 
to avoid the fir/? appearances of evil as they 
would the plague (a), and perſuade us to ſet a 
guard over our thoughts, leſt the enemy of 
God and man, ever on the watch for our 
haltings takes us by ſurprize; to do which, at- 
tend to the following excellent admonition of a 


_— — * _ 


_— * 


* If Eve had not zhought of knowing good and evil, ſhe 
would not have eaten the forbidden fruit, Genefis iii, 6, 
ſo if we did not indulge wicked thoughts and inclinations we 
ſhould not ſo often commit bad actions. Y 


(a) 1 Theſſalonians v. 22. He that is not-ſhy of the ap- 

- pearances of fin, who ſhuns not the occaſions of it, and avoids 

nat the temptations to it, will not long abſtain from the cm- 
weiten of it, See HengY's Expoſition, 


late 


* 
— 


WALKING AMUSEMENTS. 5 
late writer, In order to keep out evil thoughts 
« always be employed in good ones; it is a true 
« and pertinent obſervation, Let the devil catch 
« a man idle and he will aſſuredly ſet him to 
« work (z).“ From hence learn the benefit of 


employment and the advantages of ſociety, buſi- 


neſs and meditation; whilſt the thoughts are en- 


gaged in the purſuits of an hone/? calling, or fixt on 


the more important matters of Religion, Satan 
cannot find an opportunity to throw in his bale- 
ful ſuggeſtions, or inject his hellifh poiſon, but 
waits with the greateſt impatience *till 1dleneſs 


and [nativity encourage his attacks and promiſe 


him ſucceſs ; eſpecially when alone or walking 


the ſtreets, where dangers lurk unſeen and ſnares 


unheeded lay, then he conſtantly endeavours to 
captivate our ſenſes and wholly engroſs our 
thoughts with the trifling ſubjects of time and 


ſenſe . To prevent this, Reader, whoever 


* 


— 


(2) An idle man is the devil's play-fellow, 
* Thought outward bound, 
Neglectful of our home affairs, flies off 
In fume and diſſipation; quits her charge, 
And leaves the breaft ungaurded to the foe. 


Night Thoughts, 
B 3 thou 


dy 


6' WALKING AMUSEMENTS: 

thou art, obſerve the enſuing directions, and 

may Gop of His infinite grace keep thee in all 

thy ways and direct thy ſteps. 2 
Let the creature lead thee to the Creator, 

the ſtream direct thee to the Fountain, and a 

Gop be diſcerned in all. When you firſt ſet 

out, let gratitude for the mercies you enjoy in- 

ſpire you with devotion and fill your heart with 

thankfulneſs and praiſe, Whatever calls you 

abroad, let your walk be with God; Inu all thy 

ways acknowledge Him and He ſpall direct thy 

= eps . If buſineſs requires your attendance, 

| adore the ALMIGHTY's goodneſs in giving you 

a calling, and health and ſtrength to enable you 

to purſue it, which He has denied to many of 

* your fellow-creatures; if you look around, 

what numbers do you ſee either periſhing for 
want of the one, or ſtarving deſtitute of the 

other. 2621 | 

As you paſs along, refle& with ſeriouſneſs on 

the wants and diſtreſſes of your brethren in'the 


—_—_—T 


Lemma — Y — — 


* Proverbs iii, 6, 


fleſh 


WALKING AMUSEMENTS: 7 
geſh *; attentively conſider thoſe miſerable ob- 


| Jes you often meet with as you are going from 


home or returning to it; in ſeveral places ſick- 
neſs and imbecility are ſtretcht on the naked 
ſtones almoſt without a covering; unable ta 
work for a living, ot procure the neceſſaries of 
life, they wholly depend on the charitable do- 
nations of the compaſſionate and humane, Some- 


times a poor unhappy man will excite your 


pity in the moſt frequented parts of the town, 
reclining on a ſmall quantity of ſtraw, hardly 
ſufficient to prevent his body being numbed 


with the dampneſs of the ground ; his head 


tl 


— — 


* 


Tho' the noiſe of carriages and the hurry of perſons paſſing 
by (as Dr, YounG expreſſes it, 


+ '+» . Light, motion, concourſe, noiſe 
All ſcatter us abroad.) | 


may in ſome meaſure hinder you from thinking on ſerious ſub- 
jects in the moſt frequented trading ſtreets of the city, yet the 
ſhops you muſt almoſt unavoidably obſerve as you go along, 
will naturally attract your notice, and may revive the enſuing 


allegories in your mind with no little prepriety and pleaſure, 


and ſuitably engage your thoughts when you retura home, 


B 4+ | ſup» 


3 WALKING AMUSEMENTS. 
ſupported by a little infant crying for bread and 
quivering with cold; on his breaſt you. wilt 
obſerve a flip of paper, informing the ſympa- 
thizing readers what, thro? weakneſs, he is in- 
capable of telling them himſelf, which is ſome- 
thing to this effect; He is the father of ſeveral 
children, his wife expecting every moment to 
be her laſt, is expiring in a diſmal cellar in a 
remote corner of the town, without bread to 
eat, cloaths to cover her, or a bed to lay on; 
her little innocents, iznorant of her deplorable 
ſituation, are inceſſantly tormenting her with 
their cries: for food, and adding to her miſery 
- by the greatneſs of their own ; himſelf entirely 
deprived of the uſe of his limbs, by a long and 
tedious fit of illneſs which it was impoſſible ts 
avoid, is unable to ſupport his family any lon- 
ger, which he uſed to do by his daily labour, 
and now is obliged to petition the liberality of 
tender hearted Chriſtians, without which he 
and his muſt inevitably periſh. What a com- 
plicated ſcene of miſery and diſtreſs is here ! 
ſurely you cannot paſs by without leaving ſome 
| | acknow- 


d 
, 
* ES 2 We n re up. 
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WALKING AMUSEMENTS: g, 
acknowledgment of your fellow-feeling with ſor 
real an Object of Charity *. 

Here make 4 pauſe, and aſk yourſelf the 
queſtion, Who maketh me to differ? whence 
is the difference betwixt you and him-? not 
from a greater ſhare of merit in yourſelf;. for if 
the ALMIGHTY had rewarded you as your 
works deſerved, you would have been long ago 
in a far worſe condition than his, even in hell 
with Dives, crying out for a drop of water to 
cool your parched tongue; for all have ſinned 
and come ſhort. of the glory of Gop f: not by 
Works, leſt any man ſhould boaſt; of ourſelves 
we cannot ſpeak, think or act aright, it is GOD 
that worketh in us both to wry and ds according 2 
His own good pleaſure (x). 

Our bleſſed SAviouR, _— His difciples 
under the parable of the Vine and its Branches; 
the inſeparable union between Him and His: 
members, ſhows them their entire dependante 


* The author would not recommend giving,to every beggar 
in the ſtreets, but only repreſents the above object as one (in 
his opinion) truly worthy the pity and regard of all. 


+ Romans iii. 23. (x) Philippians ii. 13. 
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upon Him, and confirms it by adding, for with- 
out Me ye can do nothing; as the branches are 
united to and wholly depend, on the tree, with- 
out which it is impoſlible for them to bear fruits 
ſo does every true believer on the Objet of his 
faith, for all he wants and ſtands in need of for 
time and Eterhity ?. He who knoweth tho | 
hearts and trieth the reins of the children” of 
men, well knew how ready and willing men 
would be to arrogate to themſelves a claim to 
Righteouſneſs from their - own works; in order 
therefore to prove the Inyalidity of all ſuck 
claims and render them of none effect, He ſays, 
If a man abide not in Me be is caft forth as a 
branch and is withered, and men gather them and | 
caſt them into the fire and they are burned +. If 
you are happier in any reſpect than your fellow- 
creatures, it is thro' the mercy and goodneſs of 


— 


* It is not in man that zoalketh to direct his fleps, Jer. x. 23. 


My ſpirit looks to Gos alone, 
My rock and refuge is His throne ; 
When helpers fail and foes invade, 
Gow is our all-ſufficient aid, War r.. 


+ John XV. 6. 
5 Gop 


— 


WALKING AMUSEMENTS:/ 1 
God alone, who is the giver of every good gift 
and who giveth liberally and upbraideth not, as the 
apoſtle Pau} very juſtly declares, By. the 2 0 
of Gop I am what I am*, 

In ſeveral places the blind will . en- 
treat yout compaſſion and regard; deprived of 
ſight by ligbtning and other calamities, or per- 
haps difotders as unavoidable as they are diſ- 
treſſing, their day is turned into perpetual night, 
they are in total darkneſs at noon day. Think 
from hence of thy natural ſtate by nature, blind 
to every thing that is really good ; as unable of 
thyſelf to diſcern the good and eſchew the evil 
as they are to ſee their way, and till enlightened 
by the SPIRIT of Gop, will continue in this 
deplorable condition : then pray without ceaſing 
for His guidance and direction, His influences 
and teaching, that He would enlighten your 
mind in the knowledge of CHRTSTH, renew and 
ſanctify your ſtubborn will, and enable you to 
die daily unto {in and live unto holineſs (z). 


* 1 Cor. XV. 10. 
(2) Loxp, Jam vile, conceiv'd in fin, 


And born unholy and unclean; 
| -O-make 


w WALKING. AMUSEMENTS: 
As you are walking you will naturally obſerve 
the buſy. multitude that ſwiftly paſs along, all 
diligence and activity, contributing to the pub- 
lic weal while they ate advancing their own. 
private intereſts ; ſome as the laborious porter, 
are ſtaggering. under the weight of heavy bur- 
dens, whilſt others are haſtening with freſh or- 
ders to their reſpective ſhops, or: repairing. to 
market for proviſton for their families “. Let this 
lead you to reflect on the Wiſdom, and Good- 
neſs of Gop,. who hath. ſo. wiſely ordered it, 
that not a ſuigle being can exiſt without the 
help and aſſiſtance of his fellow- creatures (az): 
learn hence the ſolly and madneſs of the ſordid 


& . 


O make me wiſe betimes to ſpy 

5 My danger and the remedy 

, | : Great Gop create my heart anew; 

And form my ſpirit pure and true, WATTS. 


| | . * This ſuppoſes your walk to be in the. morning. 
| (=) Gov in the nature of its being founds 
Its proper bliſs, and ſets it proper bounds : 
But as he fram'd a whole, the whole to bleſs 
On mutual wants built mutual happineſs ; 
So from the firſt eternal Order ran, 
And creature link'd to creature, man to man, 
| Por z's Eſſay on Man. 


1 miſer, 
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miſer, who would fain. keep his riches to him- 
ſelf without letting others partake of the bleſſings 
he enjays; every ſhilling he parts with, tho' for 


common neceſſaries, pierces his very heart, and 


ſeems to wound the inmoſt receſſes of his ſoul. 

Deluded mortal] for whom art thou laying up 
theſe golden treaſures and ſtarving thyſelf in the 
midſt of. plenty (za)? in a little time death will 
ſummons thee to the bar of the ALMIGHTY ; 
whoſe. then will all thy riches be“? 

Health is not to be obtained by poſſeſſions nor 
happineſs procured by wealth, for the moſt af- 
fluent may be aid often are the moſt miſerable 
and afflicted in mind, body or eſtate ; life can- 
not be lengthened by abundance, nor Heaven 


purchaſed with ſordid gain. 


— WT "ES. 


„ „— 


(2) O ſons of earth attempt ye ſtill to riſe 
By mountains pil'd on mountains to the ſkies z 
Heav'n ſtill with laughter the vain toil ſurveys, 
And buries madmen i in the heaps they raiſe, 


Por z's Eſſay on Man. 


* Some o'er enamour'd of their bags, run mad, 
Groan under gold, yet weep for want of bread. 
; Night Thoughts, 


ks In 
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eln Gov alone I put my truſt, 
„Bid tempting wealth away; | 
„ Heav'n is not made of yellow duſt, 
Nor bliſs of glitt'ring clay.” 
\ = ; 
As you paſs by an Apothecary's Shop, let it 
bring to your remembrance the fall of Adam, 
who, by his firſt tranſgreſſion, intailed on his 
poſterity unnumbered woes ; the curſe which 
then took place, as the decree of an offended 
Sovereign, was abſolute and irreverſible; yet 
conſidering the offence, as lenitive as Juſtice could 
poſſibly contrive ; In the ſibeat of thy face ſhalt 
thou eat bread *till thou return unto the ground, for 
duſt thou art and unto duſt fhalt thou return &: 
in which words the origin of man is declared 
by the Loxp Himſelf; the labour he ſhall make 
uſe of to obtain the neceſſaries of life expreſly | 
aſſerted, and his end denounced, 
The variety of miſeries the fall brought into 
| the world are many and diſtrefling ; every pain 
| we feel, every trouble we meet with, or afflic- 


| | * Geneſis iii, 19. 
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tion undergo, are the fruits of that curſed tree v. 
Whence is it the body is ſo often weakened 
by diſorders and emaciated with ſickneſs? why 
doth the griſly monarch ſtalk with as proud diſ- 
dain over the palaces of kings as into the cot- 

| tage of the beggar, deſtroying all before him, 
without diſtinction, and with irreſiſtleſs fury, but 
from the diſobedience of our firſt parents (z)? 
The wealth of the Indies will not elude his blow 
nor majeſty eſcape his ſtroke ; the monarch he 
aſſaults on his ſplendid throne, and the humble 
peaſant in his lonely hut (x), none can evade or 
delay his ever fatal ſtroke; when the ALMIGHT y 
has given him the commiſſion, the ſtrongeſt con- 
ſtitution muſt obey his ſummons and the young- 
eſt perſon muſt ſubmit to death (). Had Adam 
remained in a ſtate of innocence there would 


r 


„ WP Tb whoſe mortal taſte | 
Brought death into the world and all our woes. Par, Loſt. 


(x) Romans vi. 23. 


(x) Mors equo pulfat pede pauperum 
Tabernas, regumque turres. Hor, 


(n) Sed omnes una manet nox, | 
1 Et calcanda ſemel via le: hi, Hoa, 


have 
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have been no occaſion for the art of medicine; 
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pe re 


health would have continued unimpaired. by diſ- 
order and life a ſtranger to corruption: but now 
diſtempers corrode the human frame and haſten 
mortality to the ſilent grave; they grow too 
powerful to be overcome and daily intermingle 
duſt with duſt. Then truſt not to a bed of 
ſickneſs for repentance, nor delay reformation 
to a future hour; yet fly not in the face of 
Providence by neglecting the uſe of means in a 
time of danger, but let Prayer and Supplication 
recominend them to the Divine Blefling, while 


you, with a firm dependance on God, patiently 


wait the Pleaſure of the Moſt High (a); knowing, 
tho' no affiiftion for the preſent ſeemeth joyous, but 
grievous, nevertheleſs they ſhall work out for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory s. 
But further, the Scriptures may reſemble the 
hop; the medicines are the Promiſes, the HoLY 


— 2 5 
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(n) J will extol Thee, Loxs, on high, 
At Thy command diſeaſes fly; 
His anger but a moment ſtays, | 
_ His love is life and length of days. WATTS. 


II Cor, iv, 17, Rom. v. 3. 
: SPIRIT 
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SPIRIT the diſpenſer of them, Ixsus CRI 
the Phyſician, who preſcribes for the poor ſoul 
in every trouble; Faith is the hand which re- 
ceives and applies thoſe remedies He appoints 
for the recovery of the patient whelmed in fin 
and ſinking in deſpair (z). If thou art diſor- 
dered, go to the Spixrr for afliſtance ; if un- 
able to utter thy complaint, reach out the be- 
lieving hand, and He will aſſuredly bring thee 
a full ſupply and communicate relief in the 
greateſt pain, for He is ſtiled the Comforter (x) 

4 . | to 


8 > 0 : * 4 2 


() Rom. v. 1, 2. Therefore being juſtified by faith! we bave 
peace with Gor thro' our Lord Jsvus CAA T. By wwbem alſo 
we have acceſs by faith into this grace wherein wwe fand, e. 


(x) John xiv, 26, But the Comforter, which is the Hot v 
GrosT, whom the FARIN will ſend in My name (here the 
Apothecary takes the name of the Phyfician in his abſence and 
officiates for him) He Hall teach you all things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance wwhatſoever I have ſaid unto you : 
now what was this for but to aſſuage their ſorrow and alleviate 
their diſtreſt minds, to diſſipate thoſe melancholy thoughts He 
knew would ariſe upon His departure from them ; in order to 
which, He was to impreſs them with an aſſurance of Cuz187T's 
errand and the end of it, to prepare a place for them in His 
FATB4EA's houſe z to convince them of the continuance of 

C their 


cr 
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to denote His office, to ſuccour the tempted, 
i comfort the affficted and raiſe the drooping ſoul ; 
. and this He doth by ſending home ſome ſweet 


a and encouraging portions of wn Writ to re- 
| vive the fainting ſpirits, which like rich and 
| animating cordials, add new life, vigour and 
i activity to every part. 


Some medicines are nauſeous and unpleaſant 
to the taſte, tho moſt efficacious in working 
a cure; theſe may repreſent the ſeveral croſſes 
and afflictions we meet with in this vale of tears; 
tho' they are diſpleaſing and grievous to the fleſh, 
they tend to the happineſs of our immortal ſouls, 
by weaning our affections from earth and all 
the fading honours and glories of this world, 
and. ſhewing us the vanity and uncertainty of 
every creature comfort, they lead us to the great 
pt 8 the fountain of all true happineſs, 
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their Sa viouk's love, by reminding them of thoſe comfortable 
promiſes He had left behind Him for their conſolation, and 
as a firm ground for their hope of being accepted with Him 
at laſt into His heavenly kingdom and glory. Verſe 3d, And 
FI go and prepare a place for you I will come again and receive 
von wnto Myſelf, that where I an there ye may be alſo to behold 


My 6. 


and 


any teach us to depend on Him alone for glory 
nd) felieity in that future bleſſed ſtate, where 
all tears ſhall be wiped away from our eyes, 
and affliction, pain and grief be known, no more 
for ever, 
| Other draughts are more palatable in the 
mouth, but very diſagreeable after they are 
taken; let this remind you of the book the 
Angel gave John to eat, which he repreſents 
as fuveet as honey. in his mauth, and as ſoon as he 
had eaten it his belly was bitter *: ſo it is with 
ſinful pleaſures, a fugitive momentary delight 
which affuredly ends in the bitterneſs. of woe. 
Beware then, O Youth | how thou art drawn 
in to riot in ſenſuality to the final deſtruction of 
body and ſoul in hell; taſte not the baneful cup, 
leſt by reliſhing the deadly poiſon thou art loſt 
for ever (z). There is a — for every di- 


m_— 
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* Rev, x. 10. 

(z) As in the natural world many things counterfeit and 
reſemble genuine and ſalubrious drugs ſo nearly as to be often 
taken for them, which occaſions much danger to the patient; 
ſo in the moral, hypocriſy is frequently taken for true religion; 
deceit and falſhood paſſes for ſincerity and truth, the ſhadow 
for the ſubſtance, and mental gutiſcations for real happineſs. 


7 Iſaiah V. 20 ' 
Ca ; order 
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order the body is ſubject to, ſo there is a promiſe 
ſuited to every condition the ſoul can be in; 
Aſe, in faith, and it ſhall be given, ſeek and ye 

ſhall find, knack and it ſhall be opened unto you *. 
Art thou a poor fin-fick ſoul, go to JESus 
Chnxisr who is the Phyſician of great value; 
tell Him thy caſe, whatever it may be, it is not 
ſo dangerous but He can heal and cure thee z 
He has that balm of gilead, that ſovereign re- 
medy for every malady thou can't experience 
and labour under. Doſt thou ſee thyſelf loſt 
and undone by fin, bleſs Gon for it; *tis' for 
ſuch He came to be made ſin who knew no ſin, 
that they might be made the righteouſneſs of Gon 
in Him: Fe came not to call the righteous but. 
Vnnners to * ( *). Such who think them- 
ſelves 


— 
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* Matth. vii. 7. 


(x) Matth, ix, 13. Some, I know, underſtand theſe words 
in a different ſenſe, and ſo make the word Righteous to fignify 
thoſe bleſſed ſpirits in glory, who undoubtedly may be ſtiled 
truly righteous, who are in no need of a Saviour, becauſe 
their ſtate of happineſs is ſecure and unalterable ; but with 

| ſubmiſſion, I apprehend what goes before and follows this text 
« plainly proves, ha the word — here, is intended the 
| ſeQ 
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ſelves righteous enough, as the Phariſees in our 
SAviouR's time did, who in their own opinion 
need not a propitiation for their ſins, being, as 
they. unhappily ſuppoſe, by their works of piety 
and be nevolence ſure of Salvation, as the reward 
of their good. and pious deeds; ſuch, awſul 
thought! CuRIsT came not. to call. The 
Phariſee gave thanks in the temple * for being, 

as he apprehended, holier than the humble Publi- 
can, from his obſerving the outlines of the Law; 
tho' the more important matters of the Goſpel 
were diſregarded by him: this our bleſſed Lox p 
beautifully ſtiles, framing at a Gnat and fiat: | 
lowing a Camel (x), 


moe 


_—k. 


— 


ſect of phariſees and ſelf- juſtieiaries, who think to merit eter- 

nal life by their own works; and thus making the death of 
Cur1sT of none effect unto them, are building their hopes of 
Salvation upon their own perſonal performances, and the mercy 

and goodneſs of Gop, who being holy, juſt and good, they 
conclude muſt of neceſſity have mercy upon them, or derogate. — 
from His character: but herein they greatly err, not knowing 

the truth as it is in Iæsus; and having no intereſt in His 
righteouſneſs, are going about eſtabliſhing one of their own. 


* Luke xviii, 12, (x) Matth. xxiii. 24. 


C3 | Theſe 
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Theſe wilful rejecters of God's Salvation, 
whilſt continuing under this character, the dear 
| RepermER came not to call to repentance *; 
but poor wretched and miſerable Sinners, who 
know themſelves to be ſuch, and are thoroughly 
convinced of their utter inability to procure a 
Righteouſneſs ; who diſclaim all merit of their 
own, | and reſt alone on Him for Juſtification 
and Acceptance with Gop ; theſe He came into 
this our world to ſave, to ſhow them wherein 
they might have hope, and by whom alone they 
muft attain to everlaſting life, by Himſelf, as 
He expreſly aſſerts, I came that ye might have bfe, 
and that ye might have it more abundantly us. 
No other name 1s given under Heaven and among 
men whereby we can be ſaved but the name of 
Jesus. | | . 
In the œconomy of man's Salvation, the com- 

paſſionate and merciful IR Ho VA, commiſerat- 


4.4. 4 n 
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Hear this, all ye who hold with the doctrine of good 
works, and reſt in any thing ſhort of CxrisT and His righ- 
teouſneſs, tremble and repent, leſt being left to yourſelves, you 
are your on deſtroyers. 


#* John vi. 38 to the 4oth verſe, 


ing 


ing the diſtreſſes and various afflictions brought 
on the race of Adam by the fall, propoſes, in 
ſuperabounding goodneſs, to inveſt His dearly 
beloved Sox with full power and ability to 
heal all manner of diſeaſes, more eſpecially thoſe 
of a ſpiritual nature; He willingly: accepts the 
office, and ſends the HoLy Ghost, ay His 
Almoner, to diſtribute the medicines He ſhall 
preſcribe, withaut ' money and withaut price, and 
make them ſuit every condition the patient is 
or can be in; the good SPIRIT of all grace 
gladly receives His commiſſion, and deputes 
Faith as His aſſiſtant * to adminiſter the divine 
preſcriptions : thus (30D was, and is till, in 
CHRIST reconciling the world unto Himſelf, nat 
imputing their iniquities unto them *#, 

Art thou labouring under a humbling ſenſe of 
the weight of fin and heavy laden with the 
guilt thereof, accompanied with a view and per- 


— — — — enn 
* II Cor, v. 19. * the * to hd 8 
Aſſembly's Catechiſm, How doth the S141 7 apply t to us the 
redemption purchaſed by CuRIST ? 
#* By grace are wwe ſaved, thro' faith, yet not of wy 
it is the gift of CoD. Epheſ. ii. 8, 


C4 | ſuaſion 
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ſuaſion of thy own unworthineſs of the leaſt. 
mercy and favour from Gop ? then apply unto 
the great Diſpenſer of every, ſpiritual blefling 
to make your caſe known to the Almighty 
Phyſician of Souls, that He would ſay unto you, 
as'He did to the leper of old, 1 will, be thou 


clean; and depend upon my thine ee 
ſhall not be in vain, 


Thy complaint, O Sinner! is 3 dan- 
gerous, thy whole conſtitution is affected by it; 
nothing will do thee good but what is of a 
corroſive and conſuming nature, that will eat 
out the canker of ſin and deſtroy this body of 
death within thee. Believe on the Lord IEsus 
CnrisT, is the grand recipe for eternal meth = 

receive and embrace it with gladneſs: be not 
diſcouraged at the greatneſs of your ſufferings, 
your REDEEMER is your Phyſician, who knoweth 
all that can or ſhall befal you, and will lay no 
more on you than He will enable you to bear, 
and with every temptation make a way for your 


r 
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Look to the xvith of Acts and ziſt, there, and in various 

other places, you will find full directions whereby you may 

obtain everlaſting happineſs, ſcattered up and down in this 
goriovs diſpenſatory, The Bible, 


eſcape 
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eſcape (z). Say not, 1s there no balm in gilead, 1 
is there no Phyſician there; He ever lives, not 
only to preſcribe-for thee in every trouble, but 
to plead thy cauſe above ; to heal all thy back=- - 


ſlidings, forgive thy ſins, accept thee rangy 
and receive thee fry.” : 


The PHYSICIAN's * to all. 


Haſt chou the fever of anger, take the n 
of reflection to aſſuage it; haſt thou the ſwellings 
of pride and vain glory, take a ſolution or diſ- 
ſolving mixture of ſelfknotoledge and humility 
to break and diſperſe them ; haſt thou the ague 
of fear, take. the draughts of hope and ' comfort 
to remove it; art thou ſubject to fits of deſpair, 
take the reviving cordials of conſolation,” con- 
tained in Goſpel Promiſes, to relieve thee 
when the fit comes on; haſt thou the head-ach 
of ambition, or troubled with conyulſions of 
inordinate deſires, take the quieting drops of 
mortification and ab/linence, mixt in the cup of 
reaſon and religion, to conquer and reſtrain them; 


— ——————— 
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(z) I Cor, x, 13. _ * Hoſea xiv, 4. 
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haſt thou the leproſy of /in, go and waſh in the 
laver of regeneration (x), that ſpiritual pool of 
Siloam, the blood of ChRIST, which cleanſes 
. from all fin*, and thy complaint, tho' ever ſo 
inveterate, ſhall gradually die away! Take con- 
ſtantly night and morning the powders of felfe 
examination, infuſed in the water of amendment, 
to prevent it from increaſing, Whenever it 
appears outwardly, touch the part often with a 
mixture of re//raimt and ſorrow, in a proper 
quantity of prayer (x) and true repentance : the 
apozem, or diet-drink, you are to take as oc- 
daſion requires, is to be extracted from the fol- 
lowing ſalutary plants and herbs, /elf-deniel, 
eircumſpecrian, ſobriety (z), heavenly - mindedyeſs, 
faith, hope and charity (v), which you will find, 
by frequent uſe, to leſſen the vialence of the diſ- 
temper greatly, tho? it cannot, on this ſide the 

grave, entirely remove it (z). 

Our family Phyſician is Conſcience, who 
preſcribes for the government and regulation of 
| | th © . the 

(x) Titus iii. 5. * I John i. 7. (x) Mat. xxvi. 41, 

(22) Titus ii. 12. (v) 1 Theſſalonians v. 8. 


(2) While in the body the chriſtian will more or leſs mourn 
. | the 
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the appetites and paſſions ; Reaſon- is the Apo- 
thecary who mixes and prepares the medicines, 
and by attending to his directions in properly | 
compounding them, makes them efficacious in 
producing order, regularity and inward peace. 
To the appetites, or thirſt after fame, "riches, 
honours and amuſements, he preſcribes modera- 
tion ®, affability (z), humility (x) and content- 
ment; to the paſſions of love, fear, pride, an- 
ger and revenge, he appoints virtue, intrepidity, 
meekneſs (o) and reflection (r). Then, Reader, 
whoever thou art, be concerned to take them 
as the means of curing thoſe diſorders thou 
mayſt have at preſent, as well as to prevent 
them breaking out afreſh and new ones coming 
in their room; thus ſhalt thou, by a cloſe ad- 


— — 1 


the prevalence of ſin and corruption dwelling in him, becauſe 
the power of it, tho' in ſome meaſure kept under, cannot be 
totally ſubdued in the preſent ſtate, but at death he ſhall be en- 
tirely freed from it and be ever with the Logp, Philip. i. 21, 


* Philip. iv. 5. Let your moderation be known unto all men, c. 
(z) Rom. xii. 10, 16. (x) Prov. xxii- 4. By bumility 
and the ſear of the Lo p are riches, and honours, and life, 
(v) Zeph. ii. 3. Seek righteouſneſs, ſeek meekneſs, &c, 
]) Hag. i. 7. Thus ſaith the LoxD, Confider your ways, 


herence 
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herence to the regimen Conſcience lays down 
for your daily obſervation, aſſuredly gain not only 
the true enjoyment of the life that now is, 
but eternal | happineſs in that which is to come *. 


As you paſs by an | Academy, think on this 
world, which is a ſchool, where we are trained 


up and educated for a life of glory. Gop is 
the great and glorious Preceptor; the Bible is 
the grand leſſon He has given us to learn; 
Miniſters are the uſhers or aſſiſtants to inſtruct 


us in our various duties, and examine whether 1 


we improve or not by the priviledges we enjoy; 
Afflictions are the puniſhments He ordains for 
neglecting or diſregarding our improvement, 
which the great Preceptor alone has the ma- 
nagement of, both with reſpect to their time, 
quality, number and continuance. The differ- 
ent relations and ſtations in life we are placed 
in hold out the ſeveral claſſes ; the exercifes we 
are to get by heart are thoſe of patience and 
reſignation in adverſity and affliction (z), and in 


* I Tim. iv. 8. 
(*) Let patience have its perfect work; controul 
Each murm' ring thought, and calm the ruffled ſoul. 
| TRAPP, 


proſ- 
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_ proſperity, gratitude, benevolence and charity Wn 
our fellow-creatures in diſtreſs, with a firm 
unſhaken dependance on the ALMIGHTY, and 
a concern for His glory and our own eternal 
good in every action and condition in the world. 
Our ſhort duration here below is the time al- 
lotted us for learning thoſe divine accompliſh- 
ments which will fit and prepare us for the en- 
joyment of never-ending bliſs ; Death is our re- 
leaſe from ſchool to the delightful employment 
of praiſe and thankſgiving in the world above. 
We have each of us a private tutor to inſtru& 
us in a courſe of piety and virtue at home, 
which is Conſcience : the taſks he ſets us to 
learn and practiſe daily are ſelf-examination, 
watchfulneſs and prayer; the lectures he reads 
to us for our obſervance are partly taken out 
of the above taſks, and part on repentance, ſor- 
row, cautiouſneſs, piety and diſcretion, He is 
the maſter of the private ſchool in the human 
breaſt, wherein the Paſſions and Affections are 


ge EEE 


| ® Conſcience acts in the breaſt of men as an able Phyſicians 
an experienced Tutor and a faithful Friend; what can we de 
better then, but daily liſten to and obſerve his admonitions. 


8 
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the ſcholars and Reaſon the aſſiſtant: the leſſons 
he appoints them conſtantly to ſtudy are obedi- 
ence to the dictates of Religion and Morality, 
with a cloſe attention to the rules of prudence, 
ſobriety, decency and order; the taſks he 
ſets them are the attaining thoſe graces and 
virtues which greatly adorn the ſchool ®, do 
honour to the maſter, and produce in the end 
true mental ſatisfaction and enjoyment, Self- 
abhorrence and reformation' are what he en- 
Joins tranſgreſſors to learn, obſerve and follow. 
Perſeverance in the practice l of every known 
duty relative to our Mk RR, ourſelves and 
fellow- creatures is the grand precept he recom- 
mends to all, as conducive to our future as well 
as preſent peace. Yield then a willing obedi- 
ence to His commands, a ready compliance with 
His precepts and a conſtant attachment to His 
cauſe and intereſt ; let your paſſions be kept un- 
der His authority and rule (=), the affections 


See theſe more > amply deſcribed and conſidered. as paſting 
by a Laceman's ſhop. 
(z) *Tis pain indeed to curb thoſe EM deſires, 
But greater far to burn in endleſs fires ; 
How will that pain by Heav'n be overpaid, | 
By everlaſting happineſs out-weigh'd, Tx Ar. 


> regu- 
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regulated by His laws and government, and 
a conſtant endeavour to advance the cauſe and 
intereſt of true piety, influence and direct your 
thoughts, words and deeds ; let the ſcholars 
be called together at leaſt twice a day, morning 


and night, to join with you in the ſolemn acts 


of prayer and praiſe); ; let conſcience preſide 
over them; wiſdom and devotion aſſiſt him 


in his work, and reaſon enforce attention to his 


advice, ſo ſhalt thou gain the eſteem of thy 
heavenly Preceptor, and be placed at laſt at 
His right hand, in the realms of light, to ſpend 
an eternity in praiſe (v). 


As you paſs by a Baker's ſhop, let your 
thoughts be directed to JesUs CHRIST, who 
is the bread of life, of whom wheſoever eateth, 
ſhall never die *; is bread baked in the oven? He 
was bruiſed for our fins, in the wine preis of 
His FATHER's Wrath; is bread the ſtaff 
of the natural life? ſo is CHRIST, or faith 
in him, the ſupport and comfort of the chriſ- 


tian life (z); is bread ſold ? ſo was — 


ä __ 


— 


(v) Prov. xi. 18. john vi. 51-58, (x) Rom, v. x. 
Reſpecting the above asd enſuing allegories, the common ob- 
' ſervation muſt be referted to, That ** don't always rue 


up All- _ 


* 


Fd 

32 WALKING AMUSEMENTS. 
by the traitor ] udas, for thirty pieces of fil- 
ver (); is bread the food of children. as well 

as grown men? ſo is CnRISx of the youngeſt 
as well as olde/? believer in his Church; is 
bread obtained by money? ſo is Salvation theo? 
faith in Him, the only current coin of true grace; 

- He that believeth on the SON hath everlaſting life (v); 
the more you feed on this bread from Heaven, 
the more will you defire and long after it, 
that is, a greater likeneſs and conformity to 
this bleſſed portion of his people, this true 
manna which came down from Heaven (a), 
. the great IMMANUEL, Gon with us, who was 
made fleſh, not only for the nouriſhment, but 
redemption of all who truly live on him in 

* holy truſt and confidence (x). Is CHRIST the 
bread of life ? then daily feed on Him, chriſtian, 
and preſs after a greater union to, and frequent 
| communion with Him; art thou called to be 
one of His members in His church on earth, 
and to participate of the memorials of His 
body and blood, broken and ſhed for you, ſee 
that you adorn the doctrine you profeſs, and 


6) Matthew xxvii. 2-3-4. | (v) John iii. 15. | 
l (a) Ib. vi, 32-33-40. (x) Epheſ. ii. 8. 4. 
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E walk worthy the vocation wherewith you are 
1 called v. * * | 

f | | 1 chr 
When you paſs by a Bookſeller's ſhop, let 
y it teach you to look within yourſelf, and ſee 


. whether your mind, which is a book Gop 
has committed to your care, is clear and un- 
ſullied, the ſubjects it treats on ſpiritual and 


divine, the impreſſion legible and fair, and 


8 
: | its contents worthy the peruſal of its glorious 
yi Author; ſhould the blots or tains; of evil 
. thoughts in any part of it appear, immediately 
5 eraſe chem with the Knife of ſelf- examination 
1 and prevent them from ſinking with the pounce 
1 of repentance: let it be elegantly bound with 
K the grace of Gop, and lettered on the back 


with, Holineſs to the Lord; to preſerve it 
t from the duſt and defilement of the world, 
cover it with daily watchfulneſs and circum- 


E 
"EL ſpection. From the number of books in the 
2 
5 * you may be led to reflect on the nu; 
: 6 : 
4 ® EpheC. iv. 1 
On piety, humanity is built, 
3 And on humanity, much happineſs; 
" And yet till more on piety itſelf, 
K | Each branch of piety — inſpires, Night Thoughts. 


D merous 
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merous ſtars which adorn the firmament, that 
heavenly volume in folio (z); with what luſtre 
have they ſhone for ſo many ages paſt, and 
will remain the ſame till time ſhall be no 
more (). | {| 

Read a diſplay of the AL MICH T's Works 
in theſe capital characters of tranſcendent ſplen- 
dor, and view the preatneſs of His power in 
che number and magnitude of theſe diſtant 
worlds; peruſe them diligently and conſider 
them with attention. Survey the whole creation 
as a book written, if I may be allowed the 
expreſſion, with the finger of Omnipotence *, 
and publiſhed by divine authority for the uſe 
and benefit of man, who was the 1% of His 
handy works +: look to the Heavens and be- 
hold with wonder and adoration the ſun, moon 
and ſtars which He has ordained ; and to raiſe 
your conceptions of the omnipotent CazATOR, 
conſider the amazing orbits of the planetary 


& x * Ms W ad. a * Ln * 1 


- 


(*) The great Author of univerſal nature has been pleaſed 
to publiſh three folio vol. of His glorious works, the Heavens, 
the Earth and Man, and ordered a treatiſe to be compiled with 
an account of each, this is the Bible, the compilers of which 
are well known. 


(a) Rev, vi. 13y 20 Pal, xxxiii, 6. + Gen. i. 26, 
Th ſpheres, 
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＋ ſpheres, which are conſtantly performing their 

: appointed journies round the ſun with a velocity 

1 not to be equal'd, a rapidity ſcarce to be con- E 
0 ceived *. Here thou mayſt looſe thyſelf in pro- 

| found aſtoniſhment, and in reviewing the won» 
* ders of Creation perceive a Deity; here thou 
— mayſt read to eternity and be never weary, for 
n like a well written book, it will always appear 
t new, excite peruſal and deſerve eſteem +. 
r In viewing this ſhop of knowledge, let it remind 
nN you of the book ſealed with ſeven ſeals, which none 

) in Heaven or carth were found worthy to op 

e min Heaven or earth were found worthy to open 
== but the Lion of the tribe of Judah; this may hold 
e out the councils and decrees of God, too intri- 
5 cate for the wiſdom of men or Angels to reveal; but 
— Jesus CHRISx, our ever prevailing Interceſſor, was 
EEK | ſufficiently qualified for the gracious work, and 
ſe bleſſed be His name, He has fully anſwered all the 
„ Divine Commands, and appeared for the defence 
y and — of His Church and People, as 
wo * Such enormous magnitude | 8 ſuch prodigious 
d ſpeed ! it raiſes aſtoniſhment beyond ING Heavey's 
s, Meditations, 
h Tn Ye 0s Heaven 
hk Is as the book of Gop before thee (et, 


Wherein to read His wond'rous works and learn 
His ſeaſons, hours or days, or months or years, 
Par. Loft, b. 8. J. 66. 


85 IT D 2 the 
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the lion of her young in times of danger 
and diſtreſs: In Him mercy and truth are met 
together, Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each 
ether *, and all the divine perfections harmonize 
and agree in the recovery and ſalvation of fallen 
man. Mercy was fully manifeited in Gop's 
giving His Sow a ſacrifice for ſin ; Truth ap- 
peared in the REDEEMER“'s ſatisfying the de- 
mands of- Law and Juſtice, and fulfiling every 
engagement He took upon Him ; there was not 
a jot or tittle of the threatnings that fell on 
man for diſobedience but He bore to the ut- 
moſt, and thereby vindicated the truth and 
Honoured the law of Gon (z). His death 
and ſufferings clearly held out Righteouſneſs 
and Peace to the guilty ſinner, and preſented 
him with a plea for acceptance and reconciliation 
with his offended JupGE ; thro' Him peace on 
earth is proclaimed and good-will to man (x). 

Is thy mind a boot thy CREATOR has in- 
truſted thee with ? be concerned to fill it with 
all uſeful and beneficial knowledge; let thy 
friends and acquaintance view, the goodneſs of 
its contents by thy life and converfation, Let 


* Pſalm Ixxxv. 10. (z) Rom. x. 4. He is the end 
the law for righteouſneſs to every one that belicveth. 
(x) Luke ii. 14. | 

| thy 
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thy words be few *. and wiſely choſen, thy 
thoughts ſuitable and well directed, and thy 
whole deportment and behaviour evidence. the 
inward puriiy of thy mind and the beauty of holi- - 
nels (n); may all that know thee find profit and 
inſtruction in the peruſal of it, and experience 
a real advantage from thy company and con- 
verſe. Thus ſhalt thou gain the eſteem and 
approbation of its bleſſed Donor, and be placed 


at Jaſt among His choſen volumes in His 
heavenly library (z). 


When you paſs by a Banker's, it may remind 
you of the believer's heavenly and never-failing 
Banker, the Son of Gop; in whom are hid 
all the treaſures of wiſdom and knowledge. 
In CHRISTH the good man ſafely repoſes his 
hope, love, faith, confidence, and all the con- 
cerns of his immortal ſoul for time and eternity : 
therefore the apoſtle Paul ſays with triumph, 


— 


— 


* Prov. x. 19. Eceleſ. v. 2, 3. 

(2) James iii. 13. Philip. i, 27. 
O may your mind be ever clear from ſin; 
Without all beautious, all divine within, 

Like ſome clear ſtream, which as it gently flows 
A Heav'n inverted in its boſom ſhows ; 
So may your thoughts be pure from every ftain, 
And death at length appear your endteſs gain. 
(2) Matth. xxv. 34. 


D 3 I hnnw 
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I now in whom I have believed, and am per- 
funded that He is able to keep that which 1 have 
committed to Him qgainſt that day (x). 
The Bank is the Covenant of Grace; the 
foundation of the Bank is the Purpoſes of Gop; 
the ſecutity of the Bank is the Oaths and Pro- 
miſes of Gop, ratified by the blood of IEsus 
RIS T; the priviledge of (z) drawing belongs 
to every true believer, and the more we draw 
the richer we are; the bank notes are the teſti- 
monies of the SP1RIT ; the current caſh is joy, 
comfort and conſolation: Faith deals in bank 
notes, but Experience in ready money. 
From CHRIST the real chriſtian js conſtantly 
drawing, by prayer, freſh ſupplies of grace and 
ſtrength, comfort and encouragement in the 
divine life. Has Law or Juſtice any demands 
upon the true believer, he refers them to CHRIS 
to anſwer all ſuch demands which they can 
poſſibly bring upon or againſt him: For who is 
He that condemneth 2 it is CHRIST that died, &c, 
See from hence, Chriftian, your honour, pri- 
viledge, happineſs and ſecurity ; youhave CHRIST 
for your heavenly Banker, Bondſman, Advocate and 
Redeemer: truſt alone in Him, depend on Him 
by faith; you can never be in better hands tban 
His, for He can never fail you; for He is faith- 


(x) II Tim. i. 12. (2) II. Xii. 3, 


3 
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ful that promiſed (x). Let then your treaſure be 
in Heaven, where neither math nor ruſt can cor- 
rupt, nor thieves break through and flcal; fir 
where your treaſure is there will your heart be alſo. 


As you paſs by a Ceachmaker's, let the fol- 
lowing thoughts impreſs thy mind and awaken 
thee to ſerious reflection; Thy body is but a 
vehicle of fleſh, in which the ſoul is conveyed 
to the regions of immortality ; 3 tis but a car- 
riage, which ere long ſhall be taken to pieces 
to be rebuilt in a more glorious and laſting 

manner *; tis now often out of repair by ſick- 
neſs, and liable to be over-turned and broken by 
unforeſeen accidents and numberleſs misfortunes. 
The driver of it is Reaſon, and the box he ſets 
on may be, for the ſake, of the allegory, ſtiled 

| Conſcience z, but take heed of placing any other 
in his room, or taking off the box and riding 
with Appetite for the poſtilion. The horſes are 
the paſſions, which guide with the reins of pru- 

| dence and diſcretion (x): the wheels may re- 


— 


—— 


- (x) Heb. x. 23. | 
And with regard to thy fleſhly tabernacle, be not diſmayed; 
it is only taken down to be rebuilt upon a diviner plan andi in 
a more heavenly form, HZRVZ T's Meditations, 


Ef (z) The virtues and graces may be ſtiled the harneſs ; 5 and 


the _—_ the temper or inclination, < 


_ „„ 4 preſent 


. ; 
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preſent time, which is conſtantly running on and 
carrying theeſwiftly into manſions of happineſs or 
milery, The journey thou art going is Life, which 
is long or ſhort, according to the will of Heaven 


and the road you travel in: be aſſured, if thou 


wilt not be directed by the admonitions of Rea- 
ſon and Religion, thou wilt ſpeedily be over- 
turned and buried in the ſilent grave *; for the 
Seriptures declare, Thewicked live not half their days. 
The map of the road you ſhould purſue is the 
Bible (x); this enjoin thy coachman to adhere 

| 8 | to 


1 


* 


* Romans vi. 23. 


(2) Matth. vi. 33. The map of the roads to happineſs 
contains the following counties, cities, towns, villages, &c, 
1. The county of Repentance, Herein are the towns of Con- 
viction and Sorrow, the borough of Humility, and the vil- 


Prayer, with the rivers of Affliction and Probation, which are 
often agitated by the winds of temptation, and ſometimes 
abound with whirlpools of deſpair : the plains of Hypocriſy 
are terminated by the ſpring of Trials and the river of Proba- 
tion on the borders of this county, 2, The county of Faith. 

Herein is the city of Confidence in Goy, the borough of Hope, 


the towns of Charity, Benevolence, Piety, Honeſty, Joy in 


Gop, Peace in believing, Love, Comfort, Sincerity, Zeal and 
Contentment, with a conſtant attendance on all appointed 
Means and Ordinances, which are the fields you are to walk 
in daily, — by the ener Thefe naturally lead 


to 


lages of Self-abhorrence and Hatred of Sin; ſurrounded by * 


the fields of Self-denial, Watchfulneſs, Circumſpection and 
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| to with the greateſt care, obſerve the directions 
8 it contains and the precepts laid down therein; 
b let him be ever ſubject to this unerring guide 
b and conſtantly follow its golden rules. Take 
©. heed that the outſide of your carriage is adorned 

| not with the gaudy paintings of pride and vain 
LES) | N 202 5 HE glory, 


- * — _ 
A 


— 
ö 


to the 3d county, this is Perſcverance. Herein is the town of 
Holy Deſires, the borough. of Longing for Reſt, the villages of 

* Encouragement, Tranquillity and Delight in Duty, built on the 
grounds of Belief and Aſſurance of the fulfilment of the Pro- 
| miſes in the World of Glory : there is in this county the town 
7 of Aſſurance, but few arrive at it on account of the river of 
© Doubt, which at times overflows great part of the land, and 
intercepts the Chriſtian's paſſage to this deſirable and delightful 

place; the valley of Jehoſhaphat, or the Shadow of Death, 

terminates the bounds of Mortality, or the Pilgrim's Journey 
to the Abodes of Bliſs: here the Believer, thro' Grace, tri- 

umphs in the views of his diflolution ; here he joyfully refigna 

* his body of fin and fleſh to be cloathed with the robes of im- 
'» e | 

5 mortality and eternal life. 

The roads to miſery lie thro' the following counties, towns, 
Ke. 1. The county of Indifference. Herein is the town of 
Sloth, the borough of Unconcern, the towns of Thought- - 
leſſneſs, I Gaming, Sabbath breaking and 
Drunkenneſs, with the villages of Lying, Swearing, Theft, 
Pride and Covetouſneſs, bounded by the river of Falſe Pleaſures. 
2. The county of Hard- beartedneſt. Herein is the city of 
Unhelief, the borough of Worldly-mindedneſs, the towns of 
Luxury, Deceit, Senſual Pleaſures, Neglect of Duties and 
Hatred of Gop, His Ways, Ordinances and People, The : 
zd county is Impenitence, Herein is the city of Open Rebel- 
lion __ Gop, the borough of Wilful Blindneſs, and the 
Ttowas 
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glory, but the comely ornaments of meekneſs 
and wiſdom ; let the inſide be lined with piety 
and fringed with modeſty and grace ; let the 
bottom be covered with the carpet of humility 
and the doors faſtened with watdhfulneſs and 
prayer; let the ſtep be reflection by which you 
enter it and holy meditation the ſeat on which 


you reſt, 7 


Is thy body a carriage and thy ſoul a paſ- 
ſenger and probationer for Eternity, then look 
well to. your goings that you forſake not the 
right way, leſt you fall down the precipice of 


Sin, or fink in the Nlough of Deſpair : let the 


Scriptures be thy conductors thro' this deſart 
wilderneſs to a world of never-ending, felicity 


* 


towns of Self-deluſion, Continuance in Sin, Final Ruin and 
Deſperation, which lead to the bottomleſs pit of Deſtruction, 
er the cave of Hell, wuhere the worm dieth not and the fire i: 


never quenched, Iſ. IXvi. 24. Mark ix, 43 to the 48 verſe, 


A dungeon horrible on all ſides round, 

As one great furnace flam'd, yet from thoſe flames 
No light, but rather darkneſs viſible, 

Serv'd only to diſcover fights of woe; 

Regions of ſorrow, doleful ſhades, where peace 
And reſt can never dwell; hope never comes 


That comes to all. Par, Loſt, 1, 61. b. iff. 
| See the map. 7 
and 
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and delight “; let Reaſon, under the influences 
of the Devi SPIRIT, attend you as -your 
driver, to convey you ſafely to the borders of 
the grave, the dreary valley of the une of 


Death, which leads to the land of Hap] 
and Tranquillity above (x). 


The grave's our ſubterranean road to bliſs, Yovun. 


When you paſs by a Draper's ſhop, reflect 
on the origin of apparel, and let it baniſh pride 
for ever from thy breaſt : they take rheir riſe 
from the fall of our firſt parents; when they ſaw 
themſelves naked in the garden they made 
aprons of fig- leaves, and fled from the preſence 
of the Lox D: aſhamed of what they had com- 
mitted, and conſcious of their ſin; they endea- 
voured, but in vain, to conceal themſelves from 
the ALMIGHTY. Then boaſt not, vain man! of 
that which is your ſhame, but be humbled, and 
. clothe thyſelf with abaſement on account of fin; 
let the plain garment of humility cover thee at 


—— r —— 


„ The Scriptures teach us the beſt way of living, the nobleſt 
way cf ſuffering, and the moſt comfortable way of dying, 
| , FLAvII. 


(x) The ſame thoughts may impreſs your mind when a car- 
riage paſſes by you, 


of 
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all times (z), and the cloth of ſelf-danial and 
devotion be thy inner dreſs. Art thou adorned 
with rich and coſtly raiment, the wrought work 
of embroidery, or the trimmings of lace? value 
not thyſelf on theſe outer decorations, which 
| tarniſh and wear away, but on the laſting or- 
= nament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which is in 
the ſight of Gop of great price &: look not 
with contempt on thoſe who appear in the garb 
of plainneſs and ſimplicity, for they may be your 
ſuperiors in point of wiſdom, tho' inferior 
3 | in ation and ci cumſtances. The inſignifi- 
cant fop, whoſe ſhewy coat is of far greater 
value than its wearer, may think what he 
pleaſes of himſelf, but in the opinion of ſen- 
| ſible men, he only repreſents the cinnamon tree; 
q the bark is more valuable than the tree itſelf (z). 
ll Let it be your firſt and. chief concern to 
have the righteouſneſs of CurisT put upon 


(z) I Peter v. 5. I Peter iii. 4. 
(2) Fortune in men has ſome fmall diff rence made 3 
One flauntꝭ in rags, one flutters in brocade: 
The cobler apron'd and the parſon gown'd, 
The friar hooded and the monarch crown'd : 
1 What differ more, you cry, than crown and cow! 5 
0 FU tell you friend, a wiſe man and a fool, 
; Por E's Eſſay on Man, 


[1 ; | 
| e vou; 
| 


* 


you; this will introduce you into the royal 
preſence of the KING or KINOS with joy, 
and remain unchangeable thro* Eternity: this 
will hide the nakedneſs of ſin, and every de- 
formity totally do away; this, Chriſti an, 18 
thy heavenly paſſport into glory v, thy wedding 
garment, cloathed in which, thou mayeſt, with 
thankſgiving, go in and partake of the marriage 
ſupper of the Lams (a); with that joyful wel- 
come from the great maſter of the feaſt, Come 
ye bleſſed of My FaTHER, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation f the warld, 

O that you and], reader, may have an intereſt 


in the meek and lowly JEsus, a ſhare in this 
true Elijah's mantle, the death of CHRIST ( 
and be made partakers of that bleſſedneſs 


which he has laid up for all thoſe who 
love, ſerve and fear him, whoſe name 's 
altogether lovely, the chief among ten thou- 


* 
* 
— a 4 
8 
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— — 


* Ifaiah xi. zo, (a) Matt. xxii. 11-12, Rev. xix. 2-9. 
II Cor, v. 21. N i 


(.) Let His righteouſneſs, like a ſpotleſs robe, adorn thy inner 
man, and thou ſhalt be amiable, even in the moſt diſtin- 


guiſhing eye of Gov. . 
|  VHigaver' s Meditations on a Flower Garden, 


ſand, | 


| | 
' 

. 

i 

. 
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ſand, faireſt of the children of men, and who 
will continue the ſame forever (v). | 
Wonder, O Heavens! and give ear, O earth 
| Peaccisproclaim'd by Cxz1sT ourS4viov r's birth; 
Good will to men by Gop's anointed Son, 
Who died for crimes (rich grace) by others done; 
His glorious name is lovely altogether, , 
Read and believe, believing live forever. | 
Ears to the deaf He makes, the dumb to talk, 
Eyes tothe blind, He makes the lame to walk ; 
Cloaths to the naked, to the hungry food, 
In every trouble He's our greateſt good“: 
A tender father to the fatherleſs, | 
The widows guardian in her deep diſtreſs ; 


—o— — 


(v) Heb. xiii. 8. 
In all my troubles ſharp and ſtrong, 
My foul to Jx8vs flies, 6 
My anchor hold is firm in him, £4: :5408 
When ſwelling billows riſe: 
His comforts bear my ſpirits up. 
I truſt a faithful Gop; | : 
The ſure foundation of my hope, 
Is in my Savious's blood. 
Loud Hallelujahs ſing my ſoul, 
To thy Rxpzemer's name, 
In joy and ſorrow, life and death, | 
His love is ſill the ſame.  AxoNymovs 


Semper cadem. 


- A friend 


1 
1 
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A friend to orphans, in affliction health, 
The rich man's banker and the poor man's wealth; 
Hope to the ſoul in bondage ſtill to fear, 
A hiding place whenever danger's near; 
The chriſtian's comfort and the ſinner's plea (a), 
(Art thou a ſinner, then He dy'd for thee.) 
A ſare ſupport when we are prone to fall, 
And to believers He is all in all: 
Without a change, He ever lives above, | 
To plead for thoſe who ſhare His ſovereign love. 9: 8 
Eſteem Him, reader, then with all thy heart, ; 
With bleſſed Mary chuſe this berter part; 
Oh! ſeek His favour, and in youth be wile, 
Get firſt an int'reſt in this glorious prize, © 
Which many run for, tho? but few obtain, 
While per/evering, tis eternal gain. 


* - 


Behold with a weeping Mary, the linnen 
_ cloaths lying in the tomb, but rejoice in this, 
your Lokp is riſen, He is not there; follow 
Him in all His imitable perfections, be not 


— 1 


2 — — — —— 


(a) The lage of the ** awakened ſinner is, In the 
Lon have I righteouſneſs and ftrength, Jer. xxiij. 6. Tim. i. 2. 
If CygIsT came to ſave finners, then all who bewail them- | 

ſelves, as ſuch, may reſt on Him, by faith, for acceptance; He 
is their only plea for ſalvation, at the bar of the ALMIGHTY. 
Gal, ii, 16, z0, Ephel, ii, 6-17-18- 19. as 


. On- 
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contented with [preſent attainments, reſt ' not 
fatisfied with the rags of your own perſorman- 
ces, but earneſtly pray to be arrayed in that 
white robe of the RepetmeR, which is the 
heavenly veſture of the new born ſpul (z). 
Art thou provided with warm and comfortable 
attire, bleſs thy Saviour for it; He has 
purchaſed every comfort thou enjoyeſt with His 
own blood; all our mercies come down (thro? | 
Him) from the FarHER of Lights, with whom 
there is na variableneſs, neither the leaſt ſhadow of 
turning*, Let the proud coxcomb reflect, there 
is not a coat he wears but is ſecond- hand; 
the harmleſs ſheep were it before him, and wil. 
lingly part with their woolly covering for the 
uſe of unthankful men. Look with an eye of 
pity on thoſe who have not wherewithal to 
cover them when ſnow lies thick on the ground 
and rivers are congealed into ice; commiſerate 
your poor unhappy fellow creatures, who are 
ſo far from having their garments adorned with 
lace, that they have none to put on to ſhield 
them from the cold, when winter rules the 


363 


—— 


— — 


(2) The death and righteouſneſs. of Cn 16 may, with the 
greateſt propriety, be ſtiled the Believer's Coronation robes, 


* Jam, i. 17, | yy 
gs ever- 
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ever-changing year; O be mindful of them in this 
bitter ſeaſon, and ſhow your compaſſion by your 
well-timed generoſity (zx) ! Has Gop given 
you riches to enjoy in great abundance ?. con- 
ſider yourſelf as His Almoner, and ſhare them 


with thoſe to whom they are denied ; teſtify 


your gratitude for the ALMIGHTY's goodneſs 
towards you, by contributing to the wants of 


the poor and needy. Say not with indifference 


and unconcern, be ye cloathed, be ye fed, but 
give to their ſupply with a willing heart and 
a liberal hand; tho' Providence has placed 


them in a neceſſitous condition, they are your 


brethren till, bone of your bone and fleſh, of 
your fleſh ; may be believers in the ſame Ixsus, 
and intereſted in our common Lox D“; with- 
hold not thine hand becauſe thou knoweſt not 
whether me are real objects or impoſtors, you 


* At 


* 1 


| (2 Read eee 8 Winter from line 3232. 


And ſhow your gratitude for mercies giy'n 
By charity to men and thanks to Heav'n. 
| Rural Chriſtian, 
Add virtue, patience, temperance z add love, 
By name to come call'd charity, the ſoul 
Of all the reſt, | Mr rom. 


Mal. ii, 10. 1 Pet. iv. 9, 10. 


E | had 


— ——— — — * — 


6 
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had better aſſiſt many of the latter, than let 
one of the former paſs by unnoticed and dif- 
regarded; for remember, it is not ſo much the 
perſon you give to, but your motive for ſo 
doing, which, if I may be allowed the ex- 
preſſion, ſanQifies the gift *; if it is from a 
real deſire of alleviating his or her misfortunes, 
*tis no leſs good, tho” the object is unworthy ; 
be aſſured you will never looſe by gifts of 
charity and benevolence to the neceſſitous 2 
diſtreſt (z). 


As you paſs an Engraver's and Print Shop, | 
let the pictures it diſplays hold out to you 2 
-repreſentation of the work of the ZrIRIT 
upon the Soul; He is the true and ſpiritual 
Engraver, by whom you are ſealed umto Me day of 
redemption (x). Thy Soul is the plate; the 


ſeveral gravers He uſes, are repentance, faith, 


* I Pet, iv. 8. Rom, xii. 13. 


Teach n. me what all believe, but few poſleſs, 
That life's beſt ſcience is ourſelues to know. 
'The firſt of human bleſſings is to bleſs, 
And happieſt he who feels another's woe, Coorxny 


62) Matt, x. 42. (x) Ephed, iv. 30. 
medi · 


> 
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meditation. and prayer; He takes of the things 
; "nf Gon, and (hews them ynto us; by im- 
preſſing our minds with the likeneſs of Jz5ys 


CnrisT, He makes us meet to be partakers 


of the Inheritance with the Saints in light *: 
'tis He who writes the laws of JEHQVAH on 
our hearts, as with a pen of iron and the point 
of a diamond. He makes uſe ſometimes of 
croſſes and afflictions (z), as gravers, to cut 
the deeper ſhades of Religion on our Souls, 
to mark us with the ſtamp of 'humiliatian and 
amendment (x); the lighter ſtroes He draws 
by the comforts and bleflings we are permitted 
to enjoy; hereby He impreſſes us with gratityde, 
thankfulneſs and praiſe ; tho' theſe. are not ſo 
deep, they are as clear, intelligible and neceſſary 
as the others; the former is to take off our 
thoughts from earthly objects and enjoyments, 
and to fix them on the animating promiſes in 
the Scriptures of future glory, and the latter 
to heighten the happineſs of the preſent tate. 


lth. 


2 
11 — 
. 


* a OSS ©  # 4 


* Epheſ, i. 17, 13. I Cor. ii. 20. (>) II Cor. iv. 17. 


(x) Philoſophy teaches us to endure afflictions, but chriſtianity 
to enjoy them by turning them into bleſſings, Univerſal Mentor. 
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Afflictions, like ſhades in a picture, ſerve hay | 


ſhow the blackneſs and 'deformity of ſin, to 


wean our affections from, the things of time 


and ſenſe, and increaſe our longings to be with 


'CrrisT, which is beſt of all ®, As in cutting 
or ſcraping a draught on copper, the Engraver 
makes thoſe places darker, with broader and 
deeper ſtrokes, which are to be ſuppoſed nearer 


the eye of the ſpectator; and thoſe farther off, 
with lighter and finer touches; ſo the Hor v 


'$p1rRIT convinces us of our aptitude and 
readineſs to go aſtray, by the heavier ſtrokes 
of troubles and calamities we labour under (z), 
and the diſtance of the blefledneſs we have in 
ory es, the gravers of faith and 0 (n): 


"a — — 


my 


> M2 
hr 


* my i. 231 : . ; 
(z) II Cor. vii. 10. John vi. 3. John iii. 3. 


© The frequent mention made in this treatiſe of the Soul, its 


powers and faculties, the Conſcience, with the paſſions and 
aſſections of the mind, and the various ſmiles they are com- 


pared to, will not, it is hoped, appear diſguſting, as they are 


only introduced to ſhow for what ends and purpoſes man is 
endued with ſuch noble and diſtinguiſhing marks of — . 


and what uſes he does or ovght to make of them. 


Man, know thyſelf; all wiſdom centers there: 
To none man ſeems ignoble but to man, Dr. Youne, 


(#) Rom, v. 1 to the 5th verſe, 


con- 
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eonviction is the fand bag or cuſhion by which 
He works the more eaſily on the Soul ; i is 
filled with ſorrow and contrition on account 
of ſin, and ſurrounded with a covering of fear 
and ſelf-abhorence *. Is thy Soul a plate for 
the HoLy GHosT to work on, let it then 
be highly poliſhed with the Grace of- Gop, 
and equally rubbed over with the wax of 
humility (z); be ever ready to receive impreſ- 
fion, like the ſoftened wax, and to communi- 
cate the ſame to others, as the graven ſeal (x). 


h 


Thy Heart, O Chriſtian ! is the plate or ſeal _ 
On which with gravers, not of pointed ſteel, 

But of Repentance and Affiction made, 

The prints of Holineſs are deeply Iaid 

By the good Syixrr dwelling in the ſoul, 
Who quickens, actuates and works the whole. 
The ſand bag may conviction repreſent, 

(But be not, Soul, with this alone content) 

| Hereon with greater eaſe the Sixt draws, 
And turns the heart to love Gan's holy laws. 


— * 
"RY 4 « 7 * * — 4 


* 9 — — — 


® Job xlii. 6. Prov. xix. 2% 
(z) Mat. vi, 33. This. rubbing alludes; to the manner of. 
preparing the geographical plate for etching, by rubbing it 


with wax. 


(x) Cant, viii, 6, _ Heb, xiii, 16 1 Tim. vi, 18. 
= + | The 


- 
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The plate is poliſh'd by implanted Grace, 
Rubb'd with humility in ev'ry place; 

Thus being clear'd from all the flaws of ſin, 
The marks of purity are cut therein. 


The deeper ſtrokes, which do the ſhades compoſe, 
Conſiſt of troubles and unnumber'd woes ; 5 
The lighter ones, that form the diſtant vie w, 
Are faith and hope (may they be found in you) 
Theſe ſhow the world where Chriſtians long to be, 
In Heav'n, with Jzsvs, thro' Eternity“: 

He is the picture drawn upon the heart; 
From Him believers never will depart; 

For Him they always willing martyrs are ; 

In Him they conquer and His name they bear : 
On them the Spiir has His love engrav'd, . 
* found in Him, they doubtleſs ſhall be ſav'd. 


When you paſs by a Fraiterers hows It 
may lead your thoughts to the forbidden fruit, 
which our firſt parents by eating in Paradiſe, 
brought on themſelves and the whole human 
race, diſorders, pain and death: from the various 
kinds of fruits that preſent themſelves to your 
view, reflect on the numerous calamities the 
, 18 introduced and brought on all mankind, 


* a 


# Philip, i, 23. « | 
or 
* 
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for in Adam all die (x); ſome are more poig- 
nant and bereaving than others, tho all ſhall 
work together for good to them that hure Gon, 
ſo ſome fruits are ſharper to the taſte than 
others, tho? all are palatable, reliſhiag and 
agreeable in a greater or leſs degree; 'thus 
troubles and diſeaſes are mitigated in ſome mea- 


ſure, according to the ſituation of the afflicted 


perſon, by the conſideration of the Various 
bleſſings he has or does enjoy above many of 
his ſellow- creatures ; tho his conſtitution may 


be impaired by. fickneſs, he has, it may "RE 
the uſe of his reaſon, which ſome are deprived 


of; ſuppoſing he is confined to his bed, he has 


great cauſe to be thankful he is not in any im- 


minent danger of his life ; if affluence is his 
portion, he may be grateful for the circum- 
ſtances he is in with regard to the future fup- 
port of his family, ſhould. he be called from 
them ; and that, conſidering how little he has 


done for, or rather how much againſt Gop, 


— 


(x) Theſe reflections are much the ſame as thoſe referred 
to as paſſing by an Apotbecary's, and will do for either. 


* By the ſame prudent turn and caft of thought - 1 
Life's various ills and troubles ſhrink to nought, Tearr. 
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and how juſtly He might condemn him to eter- 
nal miſery for paſt tranſgreſſions, he is not, 
(inſtead of being ſurrounded with ſuitable ace 
commodations) dying in the ſtreets for want, 
not only of health, but money; cloaths and 
friends to procure him the common neceſſarieg | 
and comforts of life, which he has ſorſeited, 
{3 and can Vlaim no juſt right to, having ſinned 
againſt and daily tranſgreſſing the laws of the 
gracious Giver of them all. Theſe and various 
other refleions, equally intereſting and weigh- 
ty, ſhould excite him not to murmur at the 
diſpenſation, but adore the goodneſs of the 
ALMIGHTY that deals fo kindly with- him, 
and corrects him in ſuch a fatherly manner *; 
not with the ſeverity of an offended God, * 
the love and compaſſion of a. tender parent: 
theſe are the fruits Afflictions ſhould produce (z). 
From the idea of fruit you may be led to 
view your mind as a Garden, given you by 
the beneyolent Landlord of univerſal nature, 
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* Pf, ciij, 10 to the 13th verſe, 


(z) Suffering after a right manner and with a good arace, 
has always been looked on as one of the chief excellencies of 
human nature, FreLDING, | | 


for 
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for your cultivation and improvement; the 
gardener is Conſcience ; thoughts are the trees 
and plants which grow therein; your words 
and actions the fruits they bring forth : evil 
inclinations are the weeds, which muſt be era- 
dicated with the greateſt care and expedition, 
leſt they irreparably damage the ſoil. Reflect then 
within thyſelf and ſee how it ſtands between 
Gop and thy ſoul; i the trees are good the | fruit 
will be good alſo, for a tree is Anoum by its fruit (x); 
examine into the nature and quality of thy 
thoughts, if lad, pluck them up immediately, 
if good, value and preſerve them“: let ſanctified 
reaſon, aſſiſted by conſcience, always water 
them with devotional ſobriety ; prune them fre- 


quently, with the ſhears of ſeif-inſpeRion (), 


— — 


(x) Matt. vii. 18 to the 2oth verſe, 


* It is of as great importance for a man to take heed what 
thoughts he entertains as what company he keeps, for they 
have the ſame effect upon the mind; bad thoughts are ay 
infectious as bad company, and good 8 ſalace, infirut 
and entertain the mind, like good company. 

Mason on Self-knowledge, 1 10 


(2) This term, as well as many others in the following 
treatiſe, tho* they may be thought too low, muſt de admitted 
do carry on the different aevi. i 


and 
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and let the goodneſs of their fruits appear in 
your conyerſation and behaviour: thus ſhalt 
thou gain the approbation of the Moſt High, 
and ere long be tranſplanted into His heavenly 
garden, among the number of His choſen trees, 


or, if I may fo call them, flouriſhing evergreens, 
in glory (a). 


- 


When you paſs by a Glazier's, refle& on 
the brittleneſs of all human joys, how liable 
to be broken by every wind of trouble, accident 
and diſtreſs ; how ſoon they may be fnapt aſun- 
der by the ſtroke of death, or marred by various 
caſualties and misfortunes. See thyſelf in the 
glaſs of the divine Law as loft and undone by 
in; but for thy encouragement and conſolation, 
behold Jesvs CHRIST, by faith, in the mirror 
of the everlaſting Goſpel, as crucified for thee, 
and the HoLy GHOS H now pleading thy cauſe 
at the FaTHER's right hand, with groanings 
that cannot be utttered * . Thy heart, Reader, 
is a mirror, which if properly placed in the 
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(a) Theſe thoughts are more eſpecially fuited to a walk i in 
garden, 


* Rom, viii, 26, 


frame 
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frame of piety, will reflect the beauty and 
attractive charms of Virtue and Religion, and 
the odiouſneſs and deformity of every fin; if fo, 
then take care to keep it clear from the ſpecks 
of worldly mindedneſs and the flaws of vice; 


may the great IEHñOVAH write on it with the 


diamond of His Grace, Repentance and eternal 
Life *®. Your whole life is a glaſs, thro' 
which the purity or defilement of your mind 
appears to view, and the world ſees whether 
you profeſs CHRIST or diſregard Him: let your 
words be ſpoke in ſeaſon and to the edification 
of the hearers, , for a word fitly ſpoken is like 
apples of gold in pictures of ſilver (x); let your 


actions be directed to, and terminate in yeur 
Mak RR“'s glory, and the benefit of your own 


immortal never-dying ſoul; let your behaviour 
before men be diſcreet and prudent, mixt With 
fear and reverence when in the awful preſence 
of Heaven's ALmicuTY. Laſtly, the Son of 
Gop is the ever bleſſed medium, thro' whom 
the Divine Perfections are clearly manifeſted 
and appear in their greateſt luſtre; and JxHovan | 
is ſeen pardoning ſinners and reconciling the 


* 4 3 8 1 : * 8 
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land. The whole creation is a glaſs, wherein 
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world unto Himſelf without the leaſt infringe- 
ment on His violated Juſtice “: He it is that 
9 light unto the world, and in Him there 
is no darkneſs at all; He opens our dark and 
benighted underſtandings by His Spiarr, and 
enables us to ſee the purity and ere of | 
His ſacred laws (z). 

Wiſdom and underſtanding are the winds 
of the ſoul, the head, breaſt and heart are the 
frames, and watchfulneſs and circumſpeQion, 
if I may uſe the expreſſion to carry on the 
| fimile, the putty that keeps them faſt; the 
gracious Former of all things, places them 
in this ſituation for the benefit and ſervice of 
His creature man, that he may be enabled 
clearly to fee the way he ſhould go, and be 
encouraged in his paſſage thro' this deſart 
wilderneſs, with an anticipating view by di- 
vine knowledge and believing, of the promiſed 


is, diſptayed the wiſdom, power and goodneſs 
of the great CREATOR (n). The Bible is a 
fpiritual mirror, compoſed by divine inſpiration, 
and not only holds out to us a deſcription of 


— 
* 


the 


* II Cor, v. 18 to the 21ſt verſe, 
PL, xix. 8. ()] Pf, xix. Gen. i. 
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me roads which lead to everlaſting happineſs and | 
miſery, but like ſtained or painted glaſs, repreſents, 
in the moſt ſtriking colours, the lives and actions 
of many eminent prophets and apoſtles for our 
imitation, and like a reflecting ſpeculum, dif-- 
| covers their feibles as well as beauties, to teach 
us the imperfection of the beſt of men; and 
e rxnibits a glorious picture of the dearReprenes 
in all His characters, offices and work, to 
animate our endeavours to be like Him, to 
love Him and deſire to be loved by Him, i 
whoſe favour alone is life, and FURY ww 
neſs far ſurpaſſes life nſelf*. f 5 


As you paſs by an Hot-preſſer's, think on 
trials and afflictions, which are the hot-preſles 
of the ſoul, by which it is prepared to endure 
hardſhips as a good ſoldier of CurisrT ; by | 
theſe, the coarſeneſs of fin and worldly affections 
is often done away, and the ſmooth and min- 
ing garments of heavenly mindedneſs and re- 

ſignation put upon us (z); for our fight — 
I * Pf, xxx. 5. | 

(z) As there is no proſperous ſtate of life without its — | 

R mities, ſo there is no adverfity without its benefits ſweet is 
: . the uſe of adverſity, which, like a toad, tho" odious and de- 


formed in itſelf, yet wears 2 precious jewel in its head. 
| SHAKEVPEARE, 


which 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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; Inn, our bodies are the carriages continually 
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which are but for @ moment, are ſent for the 
wiſeſt purpoſes and intended for our greateſt 
good *, by taking off our affections from earthly 
things and ſetting them on things above; they 
are the means, thro' the blefſing of Gon, of 


fitting us for the full enjoyment of Him in the 


manſions of bleſſedneſs on high. Are aliQions 
the hot-preſies of the ſoul? then be concerned 
to bear them with chriſtian fortitude and ſub- 


miſſion; bow to the will of Heaven with chear- 


fulneſs and without a murmur, knowing that 


the viſun is but for an phpointed time, at the fe 
time it will come, it will not tarry (x). 4 


As you Or” by an Inn, meditate on the ſhort 
duration of all things here. This world is but an 


going in and out of it, and our ſouls the travel 


lers in the journey of life, and bound for the 


kingdom of Immortality. As you may often 
ſee ſtages going in and out of an Inn, ſo in 


the preſent Rate, whilſt ſome are dying and 


taking their leave of all terreſtrial enjoyments, 
others are entering” into- a world of wi wt 


a. 
—_— mt Ch. 5 


| * II Cor. - 6. ie Habak. ii. Jo | 
DA be pro- 


1 — 
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probation, to tarry for a night and then go 
the way of all fleſh (z); ſome ſtay but a few 


years ; but, alas 1 how few and evil do they 
appear at beſt z how ſhort is time compared to 


eternity ; our abode on earth is very preca» 
rious and uncertain, this night, for aught than 


tnoweft, thy ſand may be required of thet * : if ia, 
be always ready to attend the ſummons at 2 
moment's warning; watco and pray, ig you 
enter into temptation z the day is far ſpent andithe 
night is at hand, let us therefore be doing the wark 
of the day in the day, knowing the night af death 
cometh wwherem no man can work (x). Seeing 
there is neither knowledge, work, device an aud 


in the graue whither we are going, let us be 


concerned to make our calling and election ſureg 
fo to number our days that be may apply our hearts 
unto hers x Is this world bat 80 


(#) 1 Kings ii. 4. "oa 
/ Death's a deſtroyer of gusridian preys 
My youth, my noon-tide his; my yeſterday ; 
The bold invader ſhares the preſent hour, 
Each moment on | the former ſhuts the grave, 


Night Thoughts. 
12) Heb, M, 2. (2) Pf. xc, . x 
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Im, ot lodging for the ſoul in its paſſage to a 
future ſtate ? then it may teach us to reſt ſati{: 
fied in the ſtations Providence has placed us, 
as it is certain, in a ſhort time we ſhall 
arrive at our journey's end; if we have not 
always what we wiſh and deſire, let us be 
content with ſuch things as we have , that 
is, with reſpect to temporalt; for in \ſpirituals, 
a true believer mu/? not, nay will not reſt ſatiſ- 
fied with any thing ſhort of JESUS CHRIST 
and is Righteouſneſs, the ſum total of all 
his deſires (z). Remember, Chriſtian, you are 
but a ſtranger and pilgrim here below; you 
muſt expect to meet with many accidents on the 
road, and ill treatment from the men of the 
world, as well as coarſe diet and indifferent fate 
before you get home: as a traveller then, pre- 
pare for the worſt; be thankſul for what you 
get, and murmur not at the all- gracious Land- 
lord for want of better entertainments and ac- 
commodations, leſt He take even thoſe away 
from you which you unmerited enjoy. 


a. ** * — "Ing ———- » 


* Heb, xiii. 5. (z) Pf, Ixxiij, 2 f. 
| When 


| 


: 
* 
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When you paſs thro' any of the Inns of Court, 
the reſidence of ſtudents in the law, reflect on 


the perjury and corruption that abound among 
men; our promiſes are too often no ſooner. 
made than broken, and the agreements we enter 


into, ſet aſide and of little or none effect, unleſs 


ſecured by writings drawn between man and 
man. Conſider the laws of Gop as the ſtand- 
ard and rule of all our actions; He is the great 
Lawgiver, the Ten Commandments are His 
laws, and men the ſubjects who are to obey 
them, or die &; but bleſſed be His name, we are 
now not under the Law but under Gate: CHRIST - 

has fully anſwered all the demands of Law and 


Juſtice, and made compleat latisfaction fer us 
by His denth M ). 0 


Tho” our great and ever bleſſed es. 
has made a full atonement: for Sin, and taken 
away the curſe of the Law, being made a curſe 
for 10 70: _ we are bound to obſerve its 


* 
— n FAY A ” * 


„ E 2 7 2 184 r 


1 Erek. xyiii, 20, „ A, Rinks v. 8, wm 11. 
Hail Son of Gov, Saviour of men! Thy name , 
Shall be the copious matter of my ſong | 
Henceforth, and never ſhall my harp Thy praiſe / 


Forget, nor from Thy FATazx's praiſe disjoin. ET 
| | Par, Loft '. 4 . 1. 


F | Fe 
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precepts, as they are holy, wife and geody ws 


nounces the ſentence, and CHR1sT the Advo- 


they tend % the honour and glory of the 
Lawgiverf# and the ſalvation of our immortal 


wWuls. Then be concerned to follow its admo- 


mitions with delight; ſhow your approbation of | 


it, by your obedience ; let it be the rule of your 
| © ations and the girdle of your heart, according 


vo chat advice of the wiſe man, Ah ſon, forget 
| law, but tet thine heart #eep my commund- 
z $ind them continually wfon thy heart, and 
tie them ale thy nck er eee which, he ads 


eh add unto thee : in n, then tle 

tain the favour of the Jobo of Heaven and. 
earth, and aſter death fit r 
throne for ever and ever (æ). 7 
In che tial of man for diſobedience, in be nen 
court of Heaven, the Law is the plaintiff, uhe 95 
brings che indictment againſt man for breaking 
its oommands; Gop is the Judge, who pro- 


cate or Council, who pleads his cauſe. Now + 
the charge which the Law brings againſt man 
is, for ſighting and Kerne the dictates it 


— Ru 1 


de. v hey os One. en. | 
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enjoins for his obedience; Gor. who. at firt 
gave the law and ſaid, Curſed is every ene that 


continueth not in all things written in the bo of 


the law to do them, declares, The foul that /innath 
ſhall die; CHRIST, who is our ever prevail- 
ing Interceſſor, offers to become à ſacrifice 
and propitiation for us; the Judge accepts 
Him as ſuch, and hereby we are freed from 
the condemning power of the law, and, made 


the ſubjects of Grace. Since the death . 


CxrrsT, none can prevailingly bring any 
charges againſt them who are found in Him, 


He having bought Salvation for them with His | 

own moſt precious blood (2). . 
In the trial of the paſſions for rebellion in 

man, the breaſt is the court of Judicature ; 

Conſcience is the plaintiff; Reflection, ſeated on 

the throne: of Reaſon, is the judge who deter- 

mines the cauſe ; Corrupt Nature the defendant 

L bi 


* 
n _ 2 — 


e * * 


4 i „ lh. . 


(2) Uninjur'd from our praiſe, can He eſcape, 
Who diſemboſom'd from the FAT AER, bows 
The Heaven of Heavens to Kiſs the diſtant earth; 
Breathes out in agonies a finleſs ſoul } | 
Again the croſs death's iron ſceptre breaks 4 


Night n night gth. 
F 2 
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or pleader for the paſſions, » The accufation 
brought againſt them is for uſurping an impro- 
per authority over the man, and prompting him 
to rebel againſt the laws of his CREATOR, by 
diaſſing his judgment againſt certain propo- 
ſitions laid down for his obſervance in the 
Scriptures. Reflection, on hearing the cauſe, 
immediately condemns the delinquents to per- 
petual ſlavery; but Corrupt Nature, alias Ap- 
petite, by his perſuaſive oratory and addreſs, 
too often, eſpecially in Youth, gains a favourable 
hearing, and over-perſuades the judge to alter 
his opinion and revoke the ſentence 3 hereupon 
the paſſions tyrannize over the man, and bring 
him into ſubjection to the law of ſin, which is 
in his members; but if properly regulated and 
reſtrained under the auſpicies of Religion, they 
will lead into Wiſdem's ways, which are ways of 
pleaſantneſs, and all her paths, which are e paths USE 
peace. 
Is this the caſe? are the paſſions ſo liable to 
lead us aſtray from our chief good and happi- 
neſs ? then let it be your daily concern, Reader, 
to keep them under the management of Reaſon 


th. „ Sb 8 


— LITIER : — 
Prov. iii. 17. 


and 
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and the authority of the judge Reflection, whoſe 
laws are ſalutary, wiſe and good, the baſis of 
whoſe government is founded on Religion and 
Morality, If you find them attempting to re- 
bel, apply to him to quell them; if they will 
not hear him, but deſpiſe his orders and will 
have none of his reproof, make your complaint 
known to the great Judge of all, by frequent and 
carneſt addreſſes at the thrane of Grace, and be 
aſſured, He will readily aſſiſt you in ſtopping 
the progreſs of theſe inteſtine mutineers . 


When you paſs by a Jeweller's, let it bring 
to your remembrance that parable of our bleſſed 
| Lort wherein the kingdom of Heaven is like- 
ned to a merchant man ſeeking gaodly pearls (z). 
which holds out to us not only the manner 
hav we are to obtain eternal happineſs, but 
the eſteem and value we ſhould put upon it, 
heightened by the conſideration of its being 
worthy our purſuit, included in the word feek- 
ing, and fully expreſt in the foregoing parable, 
wherein the kingdom of Heaven is compared 
to a treaſure hid in a field, plainly intimating 


* 2 


» 


— 


* Matt, xxi, a2, Ichn xvi. 3. () Matt, zili. 4g. 
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the worth of it, it is a treaſure, and the dif. 
ficulty of obtaining it, by NY I ay 


\ concealed, 


The kingdom of Mabe, or Grace in the 
heart, is truly that pearl of great price, which 
the good man only knows the value of, and 


enjoys with thankfulneſs and praiſe; it comes 


from Gon, leads to Him, and terminates in 
the full enjoyment of Him in the realms of 
blifs. Jxsvs CHRIST is that ineſtimable jewel, 
for whom the real chriſtian willingly ſuffers the 
loſs of all things, and counts them but droſs 
that he may find. He it is that ſhines with 
a ſplendour not to be equalled, whoſe: bright- 
neſs irradiates the New Jeruſalem “, and makes 
eternal day, He is the invaluable treaſure of 
the true believer, which, like a large eſtate, en- 


titles its poſſeſſor to a right of many and great 


priviledges, together with the encouraging ap- 
pellation of, An Heir of Glory (z). Then be 
daily ſolicitous for an intereſt in Him; eſpecially 
ye Youths, be earneſtly ſeeking fir/t this ce- 


4. 
a —— — 


Rev. xxi. 11, 23, Rev. iv. 3. II. Is, 19, 20. 
(2) Rom. viii. 16, 17. 


leſtial 
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leſtial treaſure, this heavenly pear}, this king- 
dom of Gan: and His Righteouſneſs, and al 
other things, like (as ſome old.divines have ſaid, 
tho! low yet pertinently enough) paper ant 
packthread,. ſhall be given you in the bargain d. 
He who has this Jewel has. truly alt in all; 
whatever can add to his happineſs. on earth, or 
conſtitute his. felicity hereaſter, all that we. can 
poſſibly wiſh,, want or deſire, reſpecting our 
ſouls, for time and eternity, is Weaſured up in 
CaHR1sT ; well may the Apoſtle ſay, AR is . 
and ye are CHRIS T's, and CHRIST. is Gon'sz 
He is the believer's beſt portion and eternal in- 
heritance : then ſeek by faith and ye ſhalt: find 
Him, for He hath neuer ſaid. to ELM of * Naa. 
viel ye me in uain . 


As you pals a Lace: ſhop,, eonſider the virtues. 
and graces, as the Jace which adorns a man in 
every ſtation and condition in life; the exerciſe 
of them naturally attracts. the public view, and 
hke laee en apparel, will command reſpect fromm 
others. Modeſty, humility, devotion, patience 
and (elf-denial, are the ornaments of the chraſtiams 


CO II 
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daily habit „ U which not only. entitle him to 
the eſteem of his fellow-cieatures, but recom- 
mend him to the favour, approbation and ac- 
ceptance of his Go z: : the b-ggar poſſeſt 
of theſe is, without any impropriety, greater 
than the richeſt monarch upon earth, who def- 
titute of chem, is loſt and undone to all eternity, 
Then be ever ſolicitous to appear in this truly 


becoming dreſs of the real chriſtian, adorned 
with the lace above deſcribed (a). 


When you paſs by a Muſic ſhop, reflect on 

the harmony that ſhould ſubſiſt between Chriſ- 
tians of every denomination, tho they may differ 
in leſs important points and ceremonies; as 

| they all profeſs to ſerve one Lord (n), to be- 
lieve in one SAVIOUR, and to be ſanctiſied by 
the ſame SPIRIT, this ſhould animate and excite 
them to love one another 4, even as ChRIST 


1 pet. fi. 3,4 I Tim. vi. 11. Pf, xi. 4, 7. 
(z) Zeph. ii. 3. (a) 1 Pet. v. 5. Prov. xxii. 4. 
(2) Rom. x. 12, 13. I. xlv. 5. Ws 
+ As inſtruments of muſic, tho' they may greatly differ in 
ſhape, fize and ſound, are no leſs neceſſary in, and make a com- 
pleat concert when together, ſo ſhould Chriſtians join in love 


to each other, tho” it may be they are very differently ſituated 


in life, as they are all conſidered as the church of C A185, 
and ſtiled His members. 
0 
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alſo 11 the church and gave Hi imſelf for it (x). 
Tis harmony alone which conſtitates the ſweet- 
neſs, and is the very eſſence of muſic or ſounds ; 
ſo ſhould affection and concord unite Chriſtians 
inſeparably together- with the cords of friendſhip 
and the bonds of love. There is muſic in the 
abodes of bliis; the heavenly choir are con- 
tinually ſinging praiſes to the Lams, who ſits 
in the midſt of the throne, who was ſlain and 
hath redeemed them by His blots and all who 
truly believe on Him, from the wrath to come. 
In the Revelations the Angels are repreſented, 
as it were, contending with each other who 
ſhall ſtrike the higheſt note of praiſe, who ſhall 


ſoun1 the ons _— and fing the belt of 5 
love (2 1 


Let the different inſtruments preſented to your 
view remind you of the various dealings of 
Providence with us, both merciful and afflitive, 
eſpecially the latter; as the ſeveral inftruments, 
tho' they differ in ſound, ſome bcing of a ſoft 
and lower, others of a ſtrong and harſher tone“, 


r 


(x) Epheſ. v. 25. 
(*) Rev. xiv, 2, 3, and the vth chap. 9, 10, 11 verſes, 
* As the flute and baſſoon, the violin and baſſviol. 


do 
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do. all agree in this reſpect, in producing Bun- 
mony, ſo do croſſes and afflictions in the end 
produce tranquillity and peace (). Some mu- 
fical:inſtruments require wind or breath to make 
them ſound *, ſo do. the works. of prayer and 
praiſe; others are layed with the fingers (2), 


ſo are acts of charity and. benevolence to our 


fellow creatures. David, who was the ſweet 
ſinger of Ilrael, declares. his chief delight and 

* in praiſe- and thankſgiving z. 
Thy praiſe ſhall continually be in my mouth(z.) : 
he made it the matter of his fong by day and 
the ſubſtance of his thoughts inthe night ſeaſon; 
he calls the whole creation, men and angels, 
beaſts, birds, and every creeping thing to join 
with bim in the fpiritual chorus and delightful 
fong; Praiſe the Log with harp, ſing unte 
Him with the pfaltery and an inſtrument of tn 
rings; let every thing that hath breath praiſe 


the LoRD; my ye W (v). I praiſe 


2 Pn IT — NI 


— 


(n) They ⁊worł out the praceable. fruits ef righteouſneſs W 
abo are exerciſed thereby. Heb xii, 11. 


* This refers to the organ, flute, hautboy, French-horm 
and trumpet, which are tiled wind inſtruments. 


(2) This refers to all fringed inſtruments. 
() Pf, laxi.. 8) 15, 24. (x), Pl. el. 3, 4, 5; 6. 
; iÞ FE 
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ſo becoming an exerciſe for the upright ? then, 
Chriſtian, be you concerned to practiſe it ?; is 
a pleaſant taſk, tis Heaven upon earth, to ſing 
of His goodneſs all the day long ; the theme is 
.yaſt and boundleſs, the ſong glorious and eter- 
nal. Praiſe Him in your life and converſation; 
let every actian, n and word en ee His 
praiſe. 

But farther, Chriſtian, thy ſoul is an 8 
ment, its powers and faculties may be ſtiled the 
keys or ſtrings, and the body the cafe in which 
it is fixt ; let it be tuned to the praiſe and glory 
of Gop: but as it will undoubtedly. be ſome- 
times out of tune, be ſure to commit the ma- 
nagement of it to true Piety, under the direction 
of the HoLyY SPIRIT, who will teach you how 
to rectify it when it is amiſs ; if too low or flat, 
He will tell you to raiſe it with the pegs of 
love and adoration ; if too high or ſharp, to 
lower it with thoſe of ſelf- examination and 
abaſement. Mercy and Judgment are the mat- 
ter of the ſongs you are to ſing whilſt in this 
world (z),. which are in a flat or ſharp key, ac- 


—— _— MMM th 8 n „* „ 
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* Pſ. xxxill. I, 2, 3. (2) Pf. ci. 1. Twill fo of 
Fercy and judgment, unto Thee, O Logo, will I fing, 
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cording to the ſubjects they are upon. "The 
various modulations of the voice, or rather ſpi- 
ritual affections, may be conſidered as the dif- 
ferent tones produced by preſſing the keys or 
firings with the fingers of heart-felt devotion. 
The public concert you are to attend and join 
in as often as you can, particularly twice on 
the fr/? day of every week, for your own im- 
provement, is the Church of CHRISH; the di- 
rector of which is the miniſter, under the glort- 
ous muſician the HoLy GHosr ; the different 
performers that compoſe this ſpiritual band are. 
the congregation ; the different parts they are 
to play may be- included in finging, praying 
and hearing with faith, grace and melody in 
their hearts; mercies and judgments are to be 
their daily ſongs, as before obſerved ; under the 
former, you may take in praiſe for health, 
wealth, preſervation in times of danger and 
temptation, with the good things of this life; 

under the latter, thankfulnefs for afflictions, ad- 
verfity and trouble; the one deſerves our grati- 
tude as well as the . as Mr. Hervey very 
2 obſerves; 

« Good 
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|  «« Good when He gives, ſupremely good, 
Nor leſs when He denies 3 
« E'en croſſes from His ſov'reign hand 
« Are blefings in diſguiſe * .” 


Prayer and Praiſe may hold forth the two acts 
which make up the concert ; the ſermon may 
be tiled the interlude between them, in which 
the conductor or manager gives leſſons to the 
performers for their inſtruction and aſſiſtance i in 
their daily practices. The private concert you 
are to have at your own apartments, may re- 
preſent family worſhip, wherein you are to call 
your houſhold to join with you, twice a day at 
leaſt, in the delightful work of prayer and 
thankſgiving (z). Chſet devotion may hold out 
your practices by yourſelf (for it is practice 
alone which makes perfect) herein you addreſs 
the ever bleſſed Conductor of the celeſtial choir | 
more immediately, both in praiſe for afliting 
you in former practices, and in petitions for His 
future help in all thoſe performances you may 
N engaged in hereatter, But it may be yon 


— 


— — 


. 


Reflections on a flower garden. 


(z) A real believer will always have mercies to Hraiſe as 
well as pray for. 


my 
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may think with too many, that if you» praftiſe 
at home there is no occaſion for your joining in 
the public concert; I would here only beg leave 
to. remind you of two things to inforce the ne- 
ceſſity and prove the great occaſion there is for 
your attendancè on them, which are, Goy's 
Command ® and your own Improvement, to- 
gether with the encouraging conſideration of its 
being in the way of a bleſſing (z), in which you 
may humbly hope for comfort, grace and ſtrength 
to aſſiſt you in every time of need; tis here 
you are taught to play your ſeveral parts with 
greater eaſe and pleaſure: in doing this, as in 
playing in concert, you can beſt tell whether 
you improve or not by your private practices. 
The Word of God, or the Sacred Writings, 
is the book out of which the director of the 
public performances gives leſſons and inſtrue- 
tions; theſe you are to ſtudy daily and attend to 
with an alacrity and willingneſs, that may prove 
your own good inclinations and endeavours to 
Improve yourſelf as far as you are able, and the 
conductor's ſkill in the choice of, as well as 


a 


— — . LY 
Deut. xvi, $. (=) John xv, 14. Rev. Xii. 14. 
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wiſdom in explaining them, for your underftanth. 
ing and private emolument; thus ſhalt thou 
recommend thyſelf to the great Director of ti 
heavenly chorifters above, and at laſt be admit - 
ted as a performer in His glorious concert, to join 
with His ſcraphic band in their eternal ſongs . 


When you pals a Net-mater's, reflect on the 
buſineſs and chief infernal pleaſure of the volt 
of this world, to catch ſouls in the nets of temp« 
tation and the ſnares of ſin. It may alſo reminl 
you of the grave, which is a fatal net, wherein 
the univerſal fiſherman, Death, will ere long 
catch young and old, high and low, rich and 
poor, without diſtinction: the world is the ſeu 
in ben e daily cafting his net with the 
greateſt melancholy ſucceſs (z), and will con- 
tinue ſs doing till he himſelf is no more 09. 
Let it farther lead your thoughts to that parable 
of our bleſſed Lox p, wherein He compares the 
1 of Heaven to a net caſt into A i 


8 


— tat 


Rev. iii. 5. Chap. i, 7. 
le) Death's a deſtroyer af quetidian prey. 
Deaths ſtand like Mercurys in every way, oe 
And kindly point us co our journey's end. Youxs, 
I) 1 Cor, xv. a6, 
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gathered of every tin, which, ꝛubhen it was. Full, 
they drew to ſhore, and ſet down and gathered the 


good into veſſels, but caſt the bad away * The 


net may repreſent the Goſpel; every nation, 


kingdom and people may be ftiled the ſea; the 


fiſhermen are miniſters of the Goſpel ; the fiſh 
are the ſinful race of mankind of all denomina- 
tions, whether Jew or Gentile, bond or free, 
for it is ſaid, and gathered. of every kind; the 


time when is the end of the world, or the ſe- 
cond coming of CHRIsT ; it is to be drawn to 
ſhore, that is, at the laſt deciſive day of final 


retribution, every one ſhall appear before Gop 
in judgment. When a poor trembling ſinner, 
in the mjdſt of the horrors of a guilty and ac» 


cuſing conſcience, is brought to ſee his ſad eon- 


dition by nature, and reſt alone 'on, the dear 
REDEEMER for pardon and ſalvation, thro? the 


ALMIGHTY's bleſſing accompany ing the word 


preached, then the net may well be aecounted 


drawn with regard to ſuch; the encouragement 


to the fiſhermen to caſt the net is, the promiſe 


that it /hall be filled; they ſhall ſee. of the travail 


of their REDBEMER's ſoul and be ſatisfied therg- 


: — 
„ 8 _— 


* Matt, xiii, 47» 


with 
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with *; they hall experience the eee of 
their labours in turning many ſons and daugh- 
ters to Righteouſneſs ; and as a further motive 
to excite them to preach the word wi h glad- 


neſs, they ſhall catch ſome, who, like the good 


gathered into veſlels, ſhall be their joy now, 
and crown of rejoicing when time ſhall be no 
more. The veſſels may hold out thoſe manſions 
of bleſſedneſs reſerved for thoſe only, "who are 

choſen of Gop and called according t& His 
purpoſe (=) the caſting the bad aways may in- 
timate the treatment the wicked ſhall meet with 
at laſt; they fhall be cafl out into outer darkneſs, 
and gnaſhing of tem: the perſons) employed 
herein are the Angels; they ſhall ſever the 
wicked from amongſt the juſt, they ſhall ſepas - 
rate them for ever from the righteous (u), and 
their endleſs portion ſhall be in the late th 
burneth with fire and brimſtone 4 Then ſeek eat» 
neſtly and without delay, a portion in the love 
and favour of Him, who is the Rock of Ages, 
agaiuſt whom the gates of hell ſhall — 


—— ——— Aon 2 — 
„ (=) Rom. viii. 28. 


(n) Matt, xxiv, 31. * xx. 10. + Rev. ix. 20. 
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Vall, and who is the only refuge from, the wrath 
300 come; attend ſeriouſly to the preaching as well 
as reading of the Word, and with the aſſiſtance 
of the HoLy Six Ir, uſe all the means in your 
2 power to catch yourſelf, if I may fo term it, in 
this glorious net; reſt not ſatisfied till you are 
enabled, thro Grace, to hope you are intereſted 
in the bleſſings it holds out, and the bappineß 
DN. It promiſes to all who are caught therein. | | 
' | | 
| © When you paſs an Opticiaw s ſhop, Jet 8 
materials it contains be the ſubject of your ſeri- 
- ous meditations; in one part you will obſerve 
a pair of globes, ſhewing the boundaties and 
. diviſions of the earth; and the ſigns and con- 
Bw ſtellations in the Heavens; the firſt may ſerve 
to ſhew the littleneſs of all terreſtrial things, 
and the latter the wiſdom and power of the om- 
nipotent MAKER of Heaven and earth, who _ 
ſpoke each of them into being by the breath of 
His mouth“, and can, as eaſily diſſolve them 
in the twinkling of an eye. How ſmall a ſpot 
does this our earth take up in the wide creation | 
how inſignificantly little is its whole extent, 


* PC, XXX111, 6, Cen, i. 6, IO, 14, 13. „ P 
when 
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when compared to thoſe far greater bodies, the 


other planets which compoſe our ſolar ſyſtem; 
when we conſider the viciſſitudes and changes 
it is conſtantly paſſing thro', the ſeaſons, day 
and night; and the dreadful ravages of war, 
earthquakes, and other commotions it is ſubject 
to, how are we. loſt in wonder and aſtoniſh- 
ment! well may the Pſalmiſt cry out with holy 
admiration and ſurprize, Great and manifold are | 
Thy works, LoxD Gop ALMIGHTY in Wiſdom 
hal Thou made them all * e | 
Goodneſs *. / 

In another part, a teleſcope. may lead you to re- 
flect on the heavenly perſpective, Faith, by which 
are diſcerned proſpects that no earthly glaſſes can 
poſſibly diſcover, a view of the New Jeruſalem, | 
the city of the living Gop; and Jxsus the 
Mediator of the New Covenant, the Lamb 


lain from the foundation of the world, pleading 


for the guilty ſinner, that he might again be 
reſtored to favour, and after death enjoy eternal 
bliſs with Him, in His kingdom and glory (z). | 
The various philoſophical inſtruments to help 


* 
— 9 — 


* Pf, xxili. 


 (ﬆ) I Tin. ii, 4, 5, 6, II Pet. i. 9. Pack, zville 31, 328 
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the ſight, and aſbſt the curious in exploring the 
wonders of Creation *, may repreſent the Scrip- 
tures, which -enable the/ believer to extend his 
views from thingy paſt and preſent, into the endleſs 
ages of futurity ; theſe compoſe the true evan- 
gelical teleſcope of the Chriſtian Philoſopher, 
2 follower of Jesus CHRisT, who was the 
head of the fe& called Cbriſtiant, and proſeſſor 
of Theology about ſeventeen hundred and ſe- 
deny years ago. The promiſes and prophecies 
in the Bible, may hold out the different glaſſes 
belonging to this teleſcope, by which things 
paſt, preſent and to come are diſcovered and 
brought near to the believing ſpeRator : may 
Gop in mercy, affiſt you in the frequent uſe 
and improvement of theſe glaſſes, and teach you 
to ſee wondrous things out of His Law (z). 
The bleſſed Six Ir is the divine Optician, who 


6 2 " 3.” 
4 ie. 


„ Such as refrafting and refleQing teleſcopes, with the 
fereral ſorts of microſcopes now in uſe, | 
| © (#) Pf. exix. 27, 
Grace is a facred plant of heav'nly birth, 
be ſeed deſcending from above, + - 
Roots in a ſoil refin'd, grows high on earth, F 
And blooms with life, with joy and love, WATT. 
| | -works 


_ deplorable ſituation indeed ! tho? their misfor- 
tunes ſhould ariſe from their own extravagance, - 


. Ms THY 1 3 
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works faith in the ſoul, and by it frequently 


gives the expiring chriſtian, ſome pleaſing fore- | 
caſtes of his pronuſed dliſs 8 | Lox 


When you pak by s Poinnbroter's, reefs on... 


| the miſerable. condition of many of your fel- 


low- creatures; whilſt, it may be, you poſſeſs 
riches, and are comfortably ſituated in life, 
others are ſtarving under the griping hands of 
penury and famine ; forced to the cruel neceſſity 
of parting with their very cloaths to maintain 
themſelves and their families: wretched and 


floth and imprudence, as is the caſe too often, 
yet ſurely they loudly call on our humanity for 


commiſeration. The depravity of the age and 


wickedneſs of the times are ſo great, that the 
nobleman pawns his honour for a lie; the gen- 
tleman his word for a trifle, and the tradefman 
his credit for gait; the unwary and bible 


are by this means taken in to give them, it 


may be, too eaſy belief and too valuable a return, 
Take heed Jeſt Rs who is mY filed the 


a ” 
ts. ths Sa. AMA 2 BACK Mu - 4 


(z) I Cor, xii. 8, 9. 11. zi. 23 3. | 
ff.... 
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grand deceiver, ſhould rivet your affections & 
ſtrongly to the things of time and lenſe, as to 
_ entice you to give your Soul in Pawn, if ] may \ 
uſe the expreſſion, for the preſent enjoyment of 
them, which is but for a moment ; for our bleſſed 
Lonp declares, you will have an unprofitable 
bargain ; What is a man profited if he ſhould gain 
the whole world and looſe his own Soul, or what \ 
5 foal a man give in — for his Soul * . 
When you paſs 1 a i 8, let it are 
your aſpiring thoughts to the Almighty MAKER 
and PRESERVER of the univerſe, who at firſt ſpoke 
it into exiſtence, and ſtill continues to preſerve 
it by His goodneſs and omnipotence; He is the 
glorious Firſt Cauſe of all things, the original 
Creator of them out of nothing by the breath of 
ny His mouth; who ſaid in the beginning, Let there 5 
e light, and there was light ; who pronounced 
that vivifying word, Let us make man in our image 


* 


1 „ 


* 

| * Matt, xvi. 26. | 
Not Happineſs ;tfelf makes good her name; ; 
Our very wiſhes give us not our wiſh. 
Lean not on earth, *twill pierce thee to the _ 

A broken reed at beſt, but oft a ſpear ; 1 5 
On its ſharp point fees bleeds and 2 expires. Younc. 


oft 
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aſter our likeneſs, and ftraitway he came into 
being ; the duſt was the materials He made uſe 
of, and His own reſemblance the mould in 
which He caſt him (z); He made him a pure 
and ſpotleſs ſpirit, but he has ſought out many in- 
ventions; He created him holy, juſt and good, 5 
but he has made himſelf by ſin, obnoxious = 
to His righteous anger and reſentment, by which 
he will inevitably be deſtroyed, if not pardoned. . 
and accepted in and thro' the dear REDEEMER®, 
who was, in great mercy and condeſcenſion, for 
the ſake of rebellious man, caſt in the mould of 
ſinful fleſh, that He might be-able to ſave, even 
to the uttermoſt, all that come unto Gon thro! 
Him; He was made fin for us who knew no fin, | 
that wwe might be made the righteouſneſs of Go 
in Him (2). Then ſeek, Reader, daily at a throne. | 
of Grace to be created anew in CHRIST IEsus, 
not of the will of man, nor of the fleſh, but Go; 
to bear His image, to have His love wrought _ 
in thy ſoul, and His truths dwell with plea» - 
ſure on thy tongue; as the clay in the hands of 
the potter, ſubmit to His Eee and be en- 
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| rely obedient to His will in all things: in 
order to this, pray carneſtiy that He would 
te arbuy the flony heart en en 
e 8 

1 


' When you jafs by a Talbax-Cimiir üs Wal, 
lowing meditations may employ your thoughts; 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel are the ſpiritual 
candles of the world (z); ; the Charches are the 
candleſticks, in which they are placed by the 
ALMIGHTY, to give light to pilgtims travelling 
to the Holy Land; their Sermons are the light 
which they are, by Divine aid, enabled to gie; 
their members or congregations, are thoſe who 
are aſſiſted, by the light they diffuſe, to ſee their 
way thro” this howling defart, and explore the 
road to everlaſting happineſs above: then attend 
diligently to their inſtructions, and may their 
Ri i dwell in "rad heart and illuminate yout 
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* Fzck. xi. 19. 


Hat thou thy deareft Jac ſacriſic d? 
Lodg'd in thy boſom a heart-cheriſh'd luſt ? 


(Warm conftirution ſpar'd her darling n. 
wy muſt be ſold; get prov'd ſincerity. 


| | Brxown's 3 Thoughts, 5 
| (z) Rev. Is 20. | John V. 35. Matt. v. 14. | 


whole 
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| whole life and converſation. | Again, behold the f 
great [MMANUEL, Gop with us, who was given TE 
for a covenant to the people and a light unto 

the Gentiles : He expreſiy ſtiles Himſelf the 
light of the world, He that followeth Me ſhall nn 
walk in darkneſs, but ſhall have the light of life t. 

Reaſon or Underſtanding is the candle of 
- the ſoul, which, if enlightened by the HoT 
$p1R1T, vill guide you into the path that leads 
to glory, immortality and eternal life. Endea- 5 
vour to be a candle to your neighbours and ac - 
quaintance, by your exemplary life and conduct 72 
in the world; Let your light. ſo ſhine before men, 
that others, ſeeing. your good works, may glorify 
your FATHER wha is in Head 2) 3 eſpecially 
in your family, be a bright and ſhining light by 
your example and admonitions; by your daily 
deportment and behaviour, like a candle, give 
good light to al! around you; let them ſee by your | 
' chriſtian ſobriety, chearfulneſs and ſerenity of 
mind, that a religious life is far the moſt plea- 
ſant, delectable and happy: often converſe with 
them of the dleſſedneſs of the "Tightepun, many 
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whoſe end, the Plalmiſt ſays, is peace; not only 
from the attacks of ſih, ſatan and the world, 
the wars and commotions of the fleſh and the : 
devil, but true felicity, permanent tranquillity -_ 
and eternal bliſs *, Thus by giving ſpiritual 
light, tho' but as 2 candle, to your friends on 
earth, you ſhall ere long be placed among the 
Saints above, to ſhine as a glorious ſun in the. | 


| | kingdom of your heavenly FATHER (z). 


As you paſs by aToy ſhop, reflect on the riches, | 
honours, dignities and preferments of the pre- 
ſent ſtate, the drums of ambition and therattles of 
applauſe, the momentary pleaſures and the ſhort- - . 

a neſs of the life that now is, compared to that | 


which is to come; what are all earthly tran- 


fient delights, to the never-ending enjoyments 
of the real chriſtian in Heaven? nothing, leſs 
than nothing and vanity (5) they are the gew- 
gaws of worldly men and the happineſs of 
fools (x). Do toys pleaſe children? ſo do theſe 


* Pſ. xxxvii. 37. | (2) Matt, xiii. 43. Dan. xii. 3. 
TN (#) If. xl. 17. e 
(x) » * + + In vain the wretched human n 
Purſue on earth a falſe imagin d good; 3 
That good which creatures never can beſtow; 
With Him Ril only found from whom they flow, - | 


BxowN. 5 


2 # 


— 


WALKING AMUSEMENTS. 91 


the children of the world; are toys bought * 
ſo are honours. and dignities among men; are 


the former deſpiſed by the ſenſible part of man- 


kind? ſo are the latter; are children inconſola- 


ble for the loſs of the one & fo are worldly men 
when deprived of the other; are the fc pleaſed 
and ſatisfied with the poſſeſſion of their toys? 
ſo are the latter with preſent imaginary good, i 


the fading and ſhorte lived pleaſures of a day; 


but remember, Reader, it is their only portion, 
envy them not theſe poor delights; their chief 
happineſs lies therein, they ate their ſummum 
bonum, heaven and all“, as the pious Dr. Watts 
yery juſtly expreſſes it in his 17th Pſalm; - 


Their JEA and portion lie below, 

"Tis all the happineſs they know, _ 
"Tis all they ſeek, they take their ſhares, 
And leave the reſt amongſt their heirs, _ 


} 
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* When the wicked die, they, as it were, awaxe froma, 
golden dream of pleaſure to an eternity of pain; their purſuits 
in this world being after the amuſements of time and ſenſe, 
they have no opportunity or inclination to think ſeriouſly of a 
future ſtate, and therefore too often launch into it 4s 
the conſequences of which muſt be inexpreſſibly dreadful; 
of the truly righteous, it is ſaid, There is hope in bis — 
Prov, xiv; 32. | 


In 


In another view, the comforts and en mene 


o gc life, may be ſtiled the toys which a gracious 


Gos is pleaſed to give us, in this our ſtate of 
non-age and probation, to divert or alleviate 
our minds under the preſſures of calamities and 
unavoidable misfortunes, which attend on all; 
dut let us not ſet our hearts too much upon 
them, only conſider them as toys, which are ever 
liable to be broken by the attacks of diſorders | 
and deſtroyed by the hand of death; uſe them 
as not abuſing them, be thankiul for, but not 
too fond of them: if children are given you, 
bleſs the AlMichrr Doxok, and dedicate 
them early to His fear and ſervice „ obſerve 
with inward pleaſure, gratitude and ſatisfaction, 
the dawnings of reaſon and the buddings of 
piety and virtue, breaking out together in their 
tender breaſts; let the fear of the Loxp, which 
js the beginning of wiſdom, and the knowledge 
of Him, which is underſtanding, be ſtrongly | 
inculcated by precept and example (2); let, 


20 1 * 


— — 


2 Prov. xxii. 6. 


(= Delightful taſk ! to rear the tender thought, 
To teach the young idea how to ſhoot, _ 
To pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 
To breathe th' enlivening ſpirit, and to fix 
The ben rous purpoſe in the glowing breaft, - 
: | Tx0MP$ON' 8 Sealoms, 
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Religion be the frft and principal part of their, 
education, and ſound morality conjoin- to im- 
preſs them with: a due and proper ſenſe of their 
duty towards Gon, to men, and ta themſelves: 
thus, and thus only, you may reaſonably hope 
they will prove growing bleſfings to the world 
in general, great comforts to you their earthly 
parents, and the objects of the ever hblefled 
JeHovan's love; as under the metaphor of 
wiſdom He graciouſly ſays, for the encourage- 
ment of pious youth, I love them that love Me, 


b and thoſe that ſeek Me early ſhall find A-. | 
- In this agreeable manner you may divert your- n 
e ſelves with theſe gifts of Heaven, with compla- | 
5 cency and delight, under the ſmiles and appro—- | 

f. bation of the hand that gave them to your 

r fond embraces : but ſhould it pleaſe the all- wiſe 

, CaraToR to take them away: (for ends un- 

e doubtedly wiſe and good) mourn not as thoſe 

7 who are without hope; let not your ſorrow for 

. | their Joſs, make you forget the authority He has 


of dealing with them as He ſees fir, but com- 
fort yourſelves with the pleaſing expectation, of 
. them at death in the realms > 


— PI 


— ern rt nrt tn nn ene et tet rt tn enter — ' 
' BB Prev, viii. 27. | LINN 5 ( | 
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do join with them there, in the never · ceaſing 


7 


praiſes of the great and everlaſting I Mx. 
Amidlt all the enjoyments of the preſent ſtate, 


be ever ready to adopt the Apoſtle's language; 


Yee, doubtleſs, and ] count all things but loſs, for the 
excellency of the knowledge of CHRISH JESsuST my 


Lara, for whom ] have ſuffered the loſs of all. 
| things, and do count them but dung that I may win 


CnRIs T*; be not captivated with the mere 


appearunce of felicity, which is but outſide 
ſhow (z), like the men of gaiety and pleaſure, 


who are enamoured with, and frequently deluded 
by the empty and trifling amuſements of 2 


thoughtleſs age ; but be you ſolicitous for a ſhare 


in thoſe momentous and never- fading realities 


of another and er world 6 


333 
5 FA 


| When : you 3 by .A pe let it 
lead you to reflect on 2 > ſhortneſs of time, and 


— 


19 Philip. lil, 3, 9. 


(2) Tho what earth calls happineſs ; beware 
All joys, but joys that never can expire. 
Who builds on leſs than an immortal baſe, 


Fond as he ſeems, condemns his j joys to death. 
Dr. Vouns. 


L-= 


G oo » AN hive is ſhadow, 


All beyond is ſubſtance, _ | Night Thoughts | 


how 
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how ſwiftly it flies away, like a poſt or a wea- 
ver's ſhuttle z well might the poet exclaim with 


ſurprize and veneration, | | 
Great God ! on what a ſender thread 3 
Hangs eraſing things, Dr. Warr. 


Improve it then with diligence, i FRY 
time becauſe the days are evil; as it cannot be re- 
called when once tis paſt, be concerned to ſpend . | 
it in the ſervice of God, to His honour, and the 9 
good of your own ſoul; ſo ſhall you at death, 
launch triumphingly out of time, to exyoy the 
beatific viſion eternally s. , 
A watch may repreſent the human body; the 
wheels ſhow the veins and arteries thro' which, 
the blood, to and from the heart, is diſperſed 
over the whole animal frame; the heart is the 
main ſpring z the pulſes are the hands which 
tell you how it goes ; medicine, by the bleſſing 
of Gop, is the ſlide which regulates. it when 
out of order; temperance keeps it clean from 
the cloggings of exceſs and the duſt of ow | 


— — 
ä "ER 


— 
— 


* John xiii, 7. Rom. vi. 13. 
The wiſe and good however, certain bliſs 
In the next life awaits, "Travyr, 


tuouſneſs; 


LY 
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tuouſneſs; the liver and lungs are the leder 
wheels, which affiſt reſpiration and purify the 


blood. The pious Dr. Watts, reflecting on the 
various intricate motions, or ws circulation of 
the blood in the human body, cries out with 


N 


strange that an harp of * arg, 
Should keep in tune ſo CT ! 


If one wheel ceaſes to move the others are 
likely to do the ſame &, ſo if one artery is ſtopped 
life is in immediate danger ; then Jet it be your 


conſtant deſire and earneſt prayer to be ever 


prepared for the awful ſummons, the approach 
of death, and to be found in Carter at the 
latter day, who ſhall change our vile bodies, that 
they may be faſhioned like unto His glovious' bach, 
according to the working whereby He is able to 


ms all Fe unto 2 e 


.* The whois ad ia ſtand eil. 3 
Or burſting into diſſolution, &y, 
And all diſpers'd in uſeleſs fragments lie. 
| Tzxap?r*s Four Laft Things. 


(z) Philip. iii. 27. 


Make far, far progrefs in Religion's path, 
M.oſt at her entrance ſtop, _. Sunday — 


85 * % 
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luctance, and may He who illumines the minds 
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A watch may repreſent the ind of man, 
While it aſſures him that his life's a ſpan z © 
The wheels its powers ; the balance reaſon ſhows ; 
Thoughts are the hands which tell you how it goes; 
Conſcience the regulator ſets it right; 
The chain reflection, wind up every night, 
With /elf-examination as the key; 
The figured dial- plate your heart may be: 
Your words and a&ions, beſt its goodneſo prove; 
Then ftrive by theſe to gain its  Maczs' 8 love. 


Keep a daily watch over your ſpeech and be- 
haviour; attend to the dictates of Conſcience 
and obſerve its rules, follow them without re- 


of the humble, enable you to adorn your chriſ- 
tian profeſſion, and live up to the character of 
a probationer for eternity. 


Laſtly, when you paſs by an Undertaker's, it 
will naturally lead your thoughts to the great 
and important change that will ſoon take place 
in you, in me, and all ; may Gop prepare you 
for its approach, and defend you from the 
terrors that often do accompany it. Death 
may well be ſtiled, The Undertaker's beſt 
cuſtomer, and the grave the laſt repoſitory of 

H the 
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the body, in which every one muſt, ſooner or 
later lie, *till the ſound of the Archangel and 
the trump of Gop ſhall call us to ariſe and 
come to judament *, The places that now 
| know us will, ſhortly know us no more; we 
ſhall in. a little time go the way of all the living, 
and tread that untrodden path which the vul- 
ture's eye hath never ſeen; our friends will 
ſoon take their laſt farewel of xs, or we of them; 
the inevitable blow will. then be given, from 
which there is no eſcape, which will ſtrike us 
in a moment out of time into eternity; the dear 
relations of a father, mother, huſband, wife, 
child and friend, will be ere long inevitably torn 
aſunder, to make way for the all-conquering 
tyrant's approach, to execute his awful ſummons 
and fulfil the direful curſe, Duſt thou art, and 
anto duſt ſhalt thou return (2). Then let each 
of us be concerned to ſet our houſes in order, 
knowing we muſt die and not live (z) ; having 
all things in readineſs, may we finiſh our courſe 
with joy, ſweetly fall aſleep in Jesus, and ſo be 
ever with the Loxp (). PN 
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| . * Johnv. 25, 28, 29. I Cor, xv. 52. 
(z) Gen. iii, 19. (=) II Kings xx. 1. (=) Dan, xii, , 2. 
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How frequently do the funeral proceſſions of 


our fellow-mortals attract our notice in the 


ſtreets of this populous city; how ſolemn are 
the reflections they inculcate and enforce on 
every ſpectator; they remind us of our own ap- 


- proaching diſſolution, and ſeem calculated to 


warn us, to prepare for the awful ſummons : may 
they excite us to live as dying and accountable 
creatures *, who muſt. not only ſoon depart this 
life ourſefves, but 1 before Gop, the 
Judge of all. 


Sure 'tis a ſerious thing to die, my ſoul ! 

What a ſtrange moment muſt it be, when near 
Thy journey's end, thou haſt the gulf in view | 
That awful gulf no mortal e' er repaſy'd. 

To tell what's doing on the other ſide! 

Nature runs back and ſhudders at the ſight, - 
And ev'ry life-ſtring bleeds at thoughts of parting ! 
For part, they muſt ; body and ſoul mut part, 
Fond couple! link'd more cloſe than wedded pairz 
This wings its way to its Almighty Source, 


— — 
* 


2 
m 


Die to the world while living; thoughts divine 
E'en here, will ſoul and body half disjoin: 
He who unwinds himſelf by juſt degrees 
From life, dies eaſily; as looſen'd trees 5 
Fall gently by a ſtorm. Tuer. 


H 2 _ -- - This: 


* 
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The witneſs of its actions, now its judge; 

That drops into the dark and noiſome grave, 

To wait the laſt re-animating trump. BAR. 


But fear not, ye happy followers of the Lang, 
the approach of death, for JesUs has taken 
away its ſting, by yielding to its dominion for 
a time, and obtained a compleat victory over 
the graye, by being buried and riſing again on 
the third day (z); tho' you walk thro? the val- 
ley of the Shadow of Death, you need fear no 

evil, He will be with you, His red and flaff 
ſhall comfort you *; for He hath ſaid, Fear thou 
not, for 1 am with thee ; be not diſmayed, for I am 
thy Gop : I will firengthen tbee; yea, 1 will hels 
thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right-hand 
of My righteouſneſs (29: 


Should you in your walks paſs by the King's 
palace, reflect on the vanity and emptineſs of all 
earthly grandeur ; Time will decay the nobleſt 
ſtructure, and Death ſubdue the greateſt monarch 
on the earth; kings andprinces being mortal, muſt 
in common with their OW a to his iron 


—— 


— C 
— MY 


- — a7 - ar - 
. Re : 


\ 2 
0 
9 
7 * 
„ 7 
* 
F 1 
1 
— 4 
ire "Hh 
. 
1 LY 
4 8 9 
bf * 
+ 
_— 
. 
N 
p 
1 
. 
W 
* 
- =: 
— : 
ww . 
4 7 
* 
1. 
9 
1 
4 
N 
. 
«aw 
AR? 
1 a 
* 9 
76 
p 
ii 
4 
+3; 
47 
= 7 
4 "1 
n 
2 
" 5 
. 
e o 
rs 5 
"4 7 
n. 
% i 
Pg 4 
N M3 
2 
1 
"Ft 
11 
A 5 4 
WH 
4 1 
AS; 
11 
Fo j 
1 
4 
_ 
e | 
8 . i 
as. 
- x 
5 
N 1 
F 
1 * 4 
\" 3.109 
. 
Fart WY % 
1 
TP « 
1 
1 
N ; 
wo 
2 
5 45 
+ 
_ 
, 
_— 7 
* 
1 
11 
i 
1 
7 
: j 
1 
bo 
= $ 
bt 
"4! 
* 
+. ö 
483 
$ 
33 
4 
; | 
1 
[ 
$ 
* 
z 
1 
. 
* 


* 
* 
— 


+. arr LS. 
2 


— 
— 


i. » JE 45 a dh the. * 


(*) 1 Cor. XV, 55-6-7. | * Pr, xxiii. 4+ 
| (2) If, xli. 13, 14, 10. 


—— 4 as - 


2 . — = — * — 
S 
r — = - 
— 


— — 0 
—— — 


hand, 


- — 
* 


—— 


— — 8 
Frey... 
= - — 4 4 
- PF. — 
i — — — 


28. 


WALKING AMUSEMENTS, 101 

| hand, andfall, as others, when he gives the blow®* : 

of this we had a remarkable inſtance, a few years 

fince, bothof youth and greatneſs; 3 his 

, unerring dart, and a prince, in the prime of life 

and in the midſt of grandeur, gaiety and plea- 

ſure, yielded up the ghoſt (z). Let this remind 

you of that portion of Sacred Writ, I faid ye 

were gods, but ye ſhall die like men, and fall like 

one of the princes (a). Art thou in a tate of in- 

digence and poverty? envy not the King his 

ſplendor, nor the great, their wealth; for mines of 

gold, or the higheſt titles among men, will be 

utterly unavailable. to defend from death, or pur- 

chaſe a reprieve from the devouring grave. Then 

| repine not for the want of riches,” which often 
prove to their pofleflors the mamma of unrighte- 
ouſneſs ; it may be, GoD knew they would prove 
your ruin if thou had'ſt them, therefore in merey 
hath He kept them from thee (n). By chloky 


* All human things are ſubject to decay, 


| Aud when death ſummons, monarchs myſt obey, 
5 (=) The late duke of York, ætat 25. 
(2) Pf. Ixxii. 7. 


(7) Deſire not riches, they bewiteb'; 
Contentment makes the poor man rich. 


Earthly happineſs does not flow from richee,- bur from 
content of mind, health of body, and a life of piety and virtue. 
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ſolicitous to be rich in faith and good works, 
that you may at laſt be accepted by the KINO 
or GLory, and crowned with the 1 
diadem of eternal life. 
The anxieties of a crown are not to be co- 
veted, nor the honours of a throne enjoyed by 
all; if thou envieſt the monarch any thing, let 
it be the many opportunities he has of doing 
good, rewarding diſtreſt merit, alleviating the 
miſeries of the poor, and making the widow's 
heart to ſing for joy; this would be an envy 
truly laudable and praiſe worthy, ſuch as would 
add true greatneſs to nobility “, and well be- 
come the breaſt of a real chriſtian. The more 
thou art elevated in life, or ranked among the 
great and affluent, the more it becomes thee to 
be circumſpect in all thy actions; God's all- 
ſeeing eye is upon thee, and men obſerve thy 
failings, and too often may adopt them for their 
own ; the more thou art increaſed in wealth the 


2 ——_—— 2 


* Greatneſs alone in virtue s underſtood 5 
None's truly great but he who's truly goed. 
. +» Doft thou demand a teſt, 
A teſt, at once infallible and ſhort, | 
Of real greatneſs ? That man greatly lives, 
Whate'er his fate or fame, who greatly dies. -YounG. . 


more 
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more ſhouldeſt thou ſink in ſelf-abaſement, hd 
riſe in gratitude and benevolence. | Let thy hu- 
mility and condeſcenfion preſent thee as a pat- 
tern to thy inferiors, thy affability and good 
nature, gain the eſteem of thy equals, thy refpe& 
and deference that- of thy ſuperiors, and thy 
picty and virtue the love of Gop s. WE 
Conſider further, O Believer ! thou art a 
King ; thy kingdom is thy breaſt ; thoughts, 
principles, paſſions and affections are thy fub- 
jects; words and actions thy body guards; truth 
is thy ſceptre and grace thy crown, which thou 
ſhalt exchange at death for that of glory; 
reaſon's thy throne, and the word's thy law: if 
ſo, be concerned. to keep thy ſubjects under 
proper regulations, left they rebel ; let thy go- 
vernment be founded on piety and virtue; fee 
that you indulge not any who are under your 
authority, in the commiſſion of a #notwn fin, or 
the neglect of a An duty, but puniſh the firſt 
who offers to rebel with perpetual ſlavery; and 


8 8 


— * — . adit. adit. a... Ati... FP 
4 


Prov. viii. 17. 


Give thy heart to thy CA EATon, reverence to thy fope- 
riors, honour to thy parents, thy boſom to thy friend, ear ta 
dood council, and alms to the poor. 


H 4 let 


2 

4 
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without end *. 
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let them all know the obedience and reſpe& 
they owe you, by a conſtant endeayour to pro- 
mote the welfare and happjneſs of your ſubjects - 
in general, and a cloſe adherencs to the intereſt 
and tranquillity of your kingdom in particular, 
Thus ſhalt thou, after reigning here awhile, 


combating with fin and triumphing over vice, 


be at length removed out of this earthly king- 


dom, to be created a King, and Prieſt with 


Gov, and reign with Him in Heaven world 


— 


When you paſs by a Church, let it lead you 
to reflect on Him who dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands, but in the Heaven of Heavens, 
ſurrounded with all poſſibly glory and majeſty : 
may He give you the knowledge of Himſelf, 
and ſave you with an everlaſting falyation, 


Are you of the number of His Church Militant 


— at 


—_— 


* II Tim. ii. 11, 12. 


The world ſhall burn, and from her aſhes ſpring 


New Heav'n and earth, wherein the juft ſhall dwell, 
And after all their tribulations long, 


See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds, | 
With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth, 


M11 TON. 


I below ? 


* 
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below ? may it be an earneſt of your being one 
of His Church Trizmphant above. Do you 
worſhip Gop in His Houſe of Prayer, and at- 
tend on the Ordinances He has inſtituted ? 
may it be a means of fitting you for the eternal 
worſhip of Him in the realms of bliſs. From 
the Church being built of „ene, you may be led 
to reflect on JEsus CHRIST, who is the head 
and corner- ſtone, elect and precious, a ſure foun- 
dation, in whom dwelleth the ſullneſs of the 
Godhead bodily *, on whom whoſoever buildeth 
his confidence and dependance ſhall not be 
aſhamed ; He is the only ſanctuary of refuge, to 
whom whoſoever flieth on the wings of faith 
and hope, ſhall be ſafe, and in whom whoſoever 
is found, ſhall be eternally happy. - | 
But further, Chriſtian, thy body is a temple 
of the HoLy GHrosT, in which He delights to 
dwell (z) ; ſee that it is adorned, not with mo- 
numents of ſculptured marble, to perpetuate the 
memory of deceaſed relations, but the dotrines 
of the Goſpel, and thy ſoul built upon the rock 


— 


* I Cor, iii. 11. Col. ii. 9. 
(z) The everlaſting Gop does not diſdain to dwell in our 
fouls by His Hor y Sr IAI T, and make our bodies His temples, 
| HERVEV. 


CHRIST. 
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CrraIsr. © But again, if I may be allowed the 
eompariſon, thy bregſt is a living in thy gift; 
thou haſt a right of preſentation from nature 
and conſtitution : then take heed whom thou 
preſenteſt; let True Godlinefs enjoy the living, 
and Conſcience aſſiſt him in his ſacred work; let 
thoughts, paſſions, words, principles, affettions and 
the underſtanding be the congregation, that attend 
upon his preaching and obſerve his precepts Is 
ket the pulpit be the heart, and unerring truth 

the bottom on which he ſtands ; - endeavour to 


live up to the rules he lays down, and follow : | 


the admonition he preſcribes for your rea} be- 

nefit and advantage; thus ſhalt thou at laft be 

preſented by the great Author of Religion, who 

is the Head of the Church and Biſhop of Souls, 

to an everlaſting living of bliſs and glory, in 
the gift of the Moft High *. 


Should you te your walks for buſineſs or 
pleaſure, paſs by Bedlam Hoſpital, the receptacle 
for lunutics, let it excite you to lift up a fecret 
| thankſgiving ejaculation, for the gift and con- 
tinuance of your own reaſonable powers and 


— 


a. a 


* Epheſ, il, 21, 22. 


2 facul- | 


J 
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faculties, while many of your fel!low-creatures, 
bereft of ſuch, are in a worſe condition than the 
brutes that periſh v. O be concerned to employ 
them in the ſervice of your CREATOR, and 
improve them to the 6% of purpoſes in living | 
to His glory ; pity and pray for thoſe unhappy | 
objects, who are incapable of pitying or praying 
for themſelves ; who, if melancholy, are pining 
to death under the diſtreſſing apprehenſions of 
' imaginary troubles, or if raving, are hourly blaſ- 
pheming the Gop that made them with the 
moſt horrid imprecations, or, deplorable fighe! 
laughing to ſcorn the ſympathizing beholders, 
and for diverſion, playing with their very chains. 

How many are there in the world who, cho 
poſſeſt of reaſon, act more unreaſonably than 
the raving lunatic, and ſport with the inſtru- 
ments of their own deſtruction (z); how many, 
tho' convinced they are in the wrong, are har- 
ried by their paſſions into the heights of extra- 
vagance and imprudence, and led captive by 


— — - — 


* Inſanity totally incapacitates the lunatic from . 
himſelf, or being ſerviceable to others. 


(2) The drunkard with his bottle, the . with 
91 and the man of pleaſure with ſenſuality. 


Satan 


—u— —— — 
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Satan at his will 3 well may we, in this our day, 


with the Apoſtle of old ſay, Happy is he who 
condemneth not himſelf in that whieh he alloweth, 


Should your curioſity ever prompt you to viſit 


Haſtminſter-Abbey, there you will find abundant 
ground for ſerious conſideration; the reflections 
it generally excites in every ſpectator, are no leſs 


mournfully pleaſing than uſeful and important ; 
the antiquity of the building, its loftineſs, ſolemn 
gloom, awful ſilence and ſurrounding monu- 
ments, check every light and trifling thought 
into the gravity and compoſure of devout medi- 


tation; while we read the hiſtories of the great- 


eſt men of late ages, now mouldered into duſt, 
who once were diſtinguiſhed with all the honors 
and magnificence earthly dignities could procure, 


and bleſt with every virtue humanity can poſſeſs ; 
we cannot but lament their fall, while we na- 


turally dread our own. Here we may truly ſay 


with the poet, 


The rich, the noble, Menard, fam'd and preat, 
See the falſe ſcale of happineſs compleat. 


What is all the idle pageantry and ſhew of 


' human pride, the boaſt of wealth, the throne of 


royalty 
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royalty and the pomp of greatneſs, when Death, 
in ſolemn mockery, treads on all, and while it 
proves their emptineſs, beſpeaks them vain ? 
The paths of glory lead but to the grave. 
| | GRA. 
Religion only lives in ſpite of death, extends 
beyond the boundaries of the tomb, and ever 
flouriſhes in realms above. 


| Should you happen in your walks to «ook by 
either of the Theatres, it may furniſh you with 
great matter for improving meditation. Life is 
but a play, and at beſt but a comic-tragedy ; for 
however pleaſant it may appear in the acting, 
it always ends in death. This world's the 
theatre or ſtage; the ALMIGHTY is dhe ſole 
patentee, or proprietor of it; men and women 
the actors * ; the various relations and ſtations 
we are placed in, compoſe the different parts we 
have to act; the proſperous or adverſe Provi- 
dences we meet with may be ſtiled the ſcenery; 


* All the world's a ſtage, 
And all the men and women merely players; 
2 They have their exits and their entrances. 
4 1 
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the different ſtages of life, or childhood, youth, 


manhood, old age and death, are the five acts *; 
Gon, Angels and our fellow- creatures are the 
ſpectators; and the general Jucgment the great 
and ſolemn pay-day, when the A Almighty Pro- 


prietor ſhall reward us according to our works. 


From hence, Reader, enquire what are the 
characters given you to perform in the grand 
drama of exiſtence, and ſee that you act them 
well; for it is not ſo much the part, whether 
great or little, but the manner you perform it, 
which will at Jaft gain the applauſe, or _ 


en you the contempt of all, 


Not he who acts the 3 part, 
But they who act the 3%, will be 


The happieſt men weternally. | 
PE Rural Chriſtian, 


Should health, or retirement from the buſtle 
and noiſe of the town, excite you to walk in the 
filent Fields, to taſte the ſweets of rural life; 
every object the country affords may yield you 
pleaſing ſubjects for ſacred cogitation; while 


you behold the handy works of Gop in every 


blade of graſs, tree, bird, beaſt or inſect preſented 


— CC. 


G 


— — 


* Plays generally conſiſt but of five acts, 
| \ « bY 


+ we 
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to your view, and in every flower that blows 
in meadows, plains or valleys, trace the finger 
of Omnipotence , may you be led to adore the 
great CREATOR of univerſal nature, and in men- 
tal aſpirations to own His power, admire His 


Ador'd AzTiFICER ! what {kill divine, 
What wonders in Thy wide creation ſhine? 
Order and majeſty adorn the whole, . ITE 
Beauty and life, and Thou th' inſpiring foul: 
Whatever grace or harmony's expreſt 
On all Thy works, the Gov is there confeſt; 
| Reviving ſweets the op'ning flow'rs diſcloſe, 
Fragrant the violet and the budding roſe; 
But all their balmy ſweets from Thee they ſteal, a 
And een of Thee to my ſenſe reveal. 


Mrs. Rowss 


As you paſs out of one Street into another, 


ys —o 1 * . 


let it remind you of the different relations 


you paſs thro' in life ;. a ſon, a huſband, father, 


| maſter, neighbour, ſubject and friend; or a 
daughter, wife, mother, &c. As ſome ſtreets 


* 


Oo 
*— ME. 


o See Flavel's Huſbandry Spiritualiz d, and Hervey's Con- 
templations on a Flower Garden, 
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are longer than others, ſo we continue in ſome 
of theſe relations longer than in others; as ſome 
ſtreets are wider and more airy and ſpacious 
than others, ſo ſome of theſe relations afford 
greater opportunities of doing godd to our fel - 
low- creatures; as ſome ſtreets are more filent | 
and retired, ſo the duties of a private life are 


not ſo conſpicuous to the world, as thoſe in 


more exalted ſtations, tho', in every view, as 
neceſſary and important to the conſtituting ſo- 


lid comfort and ſatisfaction in the breaſt, and 


increaſing domeſtic happineſs *, as the others to 


promote the good and benefit of mankind in 


general. Every ſtreet has its name, ſo every 
relation has its particular duties annexed to it; 
as in walking you ſhould take heed leſt you fall, 
ſo in life you ſhould narrowly obſerve the path 
you walk in, as well as the manner how you 


walk, leſt you ſtumble on the rocks of Preſump- 
tion, or are brought to ſink in the ſlough of 


Deſpair ; as going along, you are expoſed to and 
may meet with various unforeſeen accidents and 
misfortunes, ſo you will (you m¹⁰i expect it) 


meet with many obſtacles and hinderances. in 


* % . 1 
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* II Cor, Xiil, 11. , 
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your chriſtian courſe, with various trials and 
afflictions to try your patience, and prevent your 
falling into a lethargy of ſin, or an unconcern 
about Religion and the ftate of your ſoul ; 
endeavour then to improve every event in Pro- 

| wen to your own eternal benefit and advan- 
tage, by living more by faith upon CHRIST, and 
preparing for your latter end, in the pleaſing 
aſſurance that there is reſt prepared for the 
Children of Gop, and remembering the gracious 
promiſe, That they that hold out unto the end ſhall 
be ſaved (z). 

If the ſun ſhines on you as you are * 
let it direct your thoughts to Him who is the 
glorious Sun of Righteouſneſs; may His benign 
rays of love and grace irradiate your foul, diſ- 
perſe your fears, animate your hopes, enliven 
your deſires, and cauſe you at length to ſhine 
with inextinguiſhable brightneſs, in the bliſsful 
any of life and glory. 


a | 
£ — 


—_ 


5 Hab. xii. 6, 7, 8. 


This ſhort imperfect ſtate to all mankind 

For nothing but probation was defign'd 5 

Pleaſure and pain were only meant to prove, 
Whether this world or Gop we chiefly love, Ta Arr. 


(z) Think, Saint, thy perſeverance to ſecure ; 
How Heav' no r what we on earth endure, Ta: APP, 
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114 WALKING AMUSEMENTS, 
If ybu ſhould ſuddenly be overtaken by a 
ſhower of rain, which you did not expect (as 
frequently happens in the ſummer months) that 
may oblige you to haſten to the next friendly 
roof for ſhelter: from the ſtorm, let it remind 


you of that awful and tremendous day of the 
Loxp's coming to judgment *, when the tem- 


peſt of Divine Wrath ſhall make the wicked 


and ungodly call to the rocks and mountains to 
fave them from the juſt reſentment of an angry 
Juno. It will come, our bleſſed Loxp de- 
clares unexpectedly, as a thief in the night; Two 

men ſhall be in the field, the one ſhall be taken up 
into glory, and the other left to r in ever- 


| baue burnings +. 


O think, Reader, on this momentous fubjea 
with more than common ſeriouſneſs, and put the 
queſtion to thyſelf, Am I fit to die and to appear 
before God in judgment: this ſtorm is approach- 
ing nearer and nearer every hour, and if thou 


| haſt nothing to ſhelter thee from the vengeance 


of the ALMIGHTY in that decifive day, woe be p 


ET — an — | — — — 


*Mben it will come, in darkneſs is conceal'd; 
But come it will, that clearly is reveal'd. Rev. vi, 16, 17. 
＋ Matt, xxiv. 40, Luke xvii, 36. 


unte 
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unto thee ! it had been better for thee hadſt thou 


never been born; thou wilt inevitably be waſhed = 


away in the torrent of his implacable anger, 
and drowned in the deluge of his eternal wrath v. 

But, laſtly, ſhould your buſineſs call you out 
after the ſun has left this part of the world in 
darkneſs, then reflect on that primeval night of 


univerſal nature, which covered the whole world 


before Gon ſaid, Let there be light, and there wits 
light ; when the great Almighty PARENT firſt 


| ſpoke the univerſe into being by His word, and 


order and regulatity appeared thro* the wide 


creation; adore His moſt holy name and be aſto- 
niſhed ag His wondrous works. Let the conftant 


returns of day and night, be witneſſes of your 
praiſe for the mercies you receive, and your earneſt 
prayers for the pardon of fin and the daily dſem 
ings you want and ſtand in need of; let it ani“ 
mate and encourage you, O Believer! in your 
chriſtian courſe, for as ſure as the day ſucceeds 
the night, and as certain as the darkneſs termi- 
nates in light, fo ſure ſhall the various ſanQified 


afflictions you meet with in this life, redound to 


your greateſt good in the ſtate of immortality and 


beam — 8 — 


* PC, xxxiv. 21. Heb. Ali. 29. 
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| happineſs above (z); your ſun is eclipſed, only 
that it may ſhine the brighter; you are put into 


the furnace of affliction, only that you may 


come out of it ſeven times refined. 


Is the night as uſeful and neceſſary in the 


preſent ſtate as the day ? fo are troubles and af- 


fictions, as the bleſſings of health, and the many 
comforts we enjoy *; or Infinite Wiſdom, who 
teaches the ſun his courſe, would not have ap- 
pointed them to chequer and diverſiſy our con- 


tinuance here (a). St 


The day may hold out life ; the hours, years; 
the ſun, health; the clouds that ſometimes in- 


tercept its beams, diſorders ; ſhowers of rain, 


or thunder ſtorms, may repreſent Divine 


Diſpenſations. The night may truly hold out 
death; the moon and ſtars, appearing to ſof- 
ten the darkneſs, may intimate the believing 


joys and conſolations the real chriſtian is, 
at times, favoured with in the views of 


death, the nocturnal filence may evidence the 


calmneſs and compoſure with which he meets 


— —. ä» _ 


1 2 


(2) Rom. viii, 18. 1 Pet. i. 6, 5. Jam, i. 2, 12. 


(a) Rom. viii. 28. 
\ Is. 


his 
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his Ia enemy, without a figh, a groan or tear, 

| expiring in the triumphs of a lively hope, and 
exulting with the apoſtle Paul *, For I am per- 
ſuaded that neither life, nor death, nor angels, nor 
principa! irties, nor powers, nor things preſent, nor 
things to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the love 
of Gon which is in 10 Jesvs our Lord. 


As you paſs by the Lamps in the different 
| ſtreets you may have occaſion to go through, 
think on thoſe words of the royal Pſalmiſt, 
Thy word is a light unto my feet and a lamp unto 
my paths (z). The Scriptures undoubtedly are 
the beſt and only guides to the city of the living 
God; they ſerve not only to light us on, but 
direct us allo in the road to Zion: then be con- \; 
cerned to read, and conſult them frequently, « 
for they are a perpetual lamp that never goeth x 
out; walk always in the light they give, to 1 
prevent your falling into the bogs of error or 
the ſnares of ſin, and they will aſſuredly guide 
your wandering feet into the way of peace . 
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„Rom. viii, 38. 1 Cor. xv. 55. 2) Pl. exix. 105. 
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118 WALKING AUUSEMUEN TS, 
may the HoLy Spixrr teach you the meaning 


of them, and help you by appropiation to take 


the comfort they afford; thro' divine and daily 


meditation, endeavour to explore their beauties 


and learn their ineſtimable worth. 

But farther, ſanctified reaſon is the lamp of 
the ſoul; true grace, or faith and hope, to carry 
on the allegory, may be ſtiled the cotton and oil. 
enlightened by the Spix ir of Gop, by which the 
chriſtian is enabled to ſee the path which leads 
to felicity and delight; theſe light up the dark 
valley of the ſhadow of death, pervade the 
gloomy manſions of the grave, and afford the 
ſpiritual traveller pleaſing anticipations of future 
bliſs . Let the above reflections lead your 


thoughts to the parable of the ten virgins (z), 
which holds out the true profeſſors and hypo- 


crites in the Church of CHRIST: five of them 
were wiſe, wiſe unto ſalvation and their latter 
end; they took oil, or grace, in their hearts (2), 
and went out to meet the Bridegroom; they 
prepared . daily for His coming, hav- 


r — 


— 


— 


® See the allegorical letter in anſwer to, What is Faith? 
(z) Matt. * . 


{n) See Henry's Expoſition of this POR 


ing 


* 
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ing their lamps trimmed, their lights burning, 
and their ſouls in a waiting frame; thus tri- 
umphing over all enemies, ſubduing all obſtacles, 
and ſurmounting every difficulty in their Way, 
thro' CHRIST ſtrengthening them “, they, in 
the midſt of the joyful acclamations of thouſands 
of beatified Spirits, enter the heavenly regions, 
and receive a gracious welcome from the KING 
or Kines, with a Come Je goed and faithful 
Servants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord: 
whilſt the five fooliſh virgins, having no love 
of Gor or Religion in their ſouls, will be Hur 
out into auter darkneſs, where there is nothing but 
weeping, wailing and guaſhing of teeth (a). Seri- 
ouſly think on this, Reader, whether old or 
young, rich or poor; and may the LoRD, of 
His infinite mercy, call you to be of the number 


of thoſe wiſe and happy few, who chuſe that 


better part, which ſhall never be taken from them; 
and after the night of death is over, may you 


enjoy a never-ending day of tranquillity and bliſs 
in His preſence, where there is fulneſs of joy, and 


at His righi- band, where there are pleaſures far 


ꝙ6—— 


— 


* Philip, iv. 13. (z) Matt 1 1 
\ 5 ever 


20 WALKING AMUSEMENTsS. 
ever more, is the ſincere deſire and earneſt prayer 
of a brother Ambulator. 


— 


| One way let all thy words and actions tend, 
| Reaſon their conſtant guide, and zruth their end; 

And ever mindful of thy mortal ſtate, 
How quick, how various are the turns of fate; 
How here and there the tides of fortune roll, 

How ſoon impending death concludes the whole, 
Compoſe thy mind, and free from anxious ſtrife, 
Endure thy portion of the ills of life, 
»Till purg'd at length from every ſinful tain, 
When death all-conq'ring breaks the cumbrous chain, 
Loos d from the body, thou ſhalt take thy flight, 
And dwell ory dh in realms of light. 
| ANONYMOUS. 


The Exp of the WALKING AMUSEMENTS: 
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MORNING PRAYER, 


800 BE 


Uſed before going out, 


BY THOSE 


Who defire to Walk in the Fran of | 
the LORD all the Day long. | 


TERNALLY glorious and ever - bleſſed 
L. Jzxovan; in Thy hands alone is the 
breath of every living thing, and the ſouls of 
all mankind : Thou art Gop, and there is none 
beſides Thee. I deſire, with the moſt profound 
reverence and awe, to approach before Thy 
ſacred foot-ſtool, to bleſs Thee for every 
mercy I enjoy, temporal as. well as Spiritual ; 
*tis becauſe Thy compaſſions fail not, that 
I am ftill a living monument of Thy ſparing 
mercy and goodneſs, and granted further oppor- 
tunities of repenting of my ſins, and making my 
peace with Thee, before I go hence and am no 
| 8 more: 


122 A MORNING PRAYER; 
more: LorD, enable me to ſpend the life, 
health, time and talents Thou art prolonging 
unto. me, in Thy ſervice, and to Thy 275 ; 
grant me ſtrength and grace from on high to 
help me in the purſuit of thoſe things which 
belong to my eternal peace, before they are for 
ever hid from mine eyes. Keep me this day 
in Thy fear, that I may not wifully fin 

Thee ; let my walk be with Gop, my thoughts 
fixt on things above, my converſation in 
Heaven and as becometh the Goſpel, and all 
my ways be directed to keep Thy ſtatutes ; 
preſerve me from every temptation to which I 
am expoſed, I deſire thankfully to acknowledge 
Thy goodneſs towards, and protection over me 
to the preſent day; do Thou, O Logo, ſtill 
direct my ſteps ; be Thou my guide, preſeryer 
and defence while I am in this world, my ſup- 
port and comfort when I come to die, and my 
eternal portion in the world to come, thro' 
Jesus CHRIST, my Saviour, Prophet, Prieſt 
and King, in whom alone J hope to be found 
living, dying and at Thy bar, and in whoſe 
comprehenſive words I would cloſe my preſent 
_ addreſſes to Thy ſacred Majeſty, and humbly 
call upon Thee as 14y Father, wha art in Has- 
den; hallowed be Thy name, Cc. 


(' 123 | 
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Allegorical and Miſcellaneous. 


"Vis but by a of finile. Prios- 


The following Lines were addreft to a young 
Gentleman, on his going to Sea in the 


Character of a MA WPF | 
THE 
SPIRITUAL SAILOR; 
On Th VOYAGE or LIFE. 


0 UN G Man, “take heed, this world's a 
dang'rous Sea“, 
O'er which you're ſailing to Si; : 
You'll rocks and quickſands in your paſſage meet, 
Which will almoſt your greatęſt care defeat. | 


„ 


# Rev. xv. 2. 
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Take CarisT your Pilot then, He knows the road, 
He'll ſafely guide you to your bleſt abode ; 
Let Him your rudder, inclination, ſteer, 
Rocks, ſhoals and quickſands then you need not fear. 
Thy Gor's thy Captain; O adore the grace! 
Thy Seul's the cabbin, or His reſtin g place; 
Prayer is the door, the Word's thy ſpiritual light, 
Thy fun in day time and thy moon by night. i 
| Reaſon and Conſcience thy lieutenants prove; 
Thoughts are thy midſhipmen; thy netting's wy 
Thy compaſs Grace, which points to Heav'n above. 
Sin, Satan and the World you'll ever find 
Will firive to darken and diſtreſs your mind, 
(Like dangerous rocks which under water lie, 
And ſhipwreck veſſels, hid from every eye.) 
Let Faith attend you as your teleſcope ; 
Your fails, affefions, and your anchor, hope z 
Your ſailors, paſſions, theſe with care command; 
Your boatſwain's Temp'rance (z), and the grave's 


your land. 


The maſts are graces, which to Heaven aſcend ; 
On theſe, as fails, afe#ions ſhould depend, 


— — 
1 ——— 


— * 


„ John iv, 28. I Theſ. v. 8. 


(2) As the boatſwain is appointed to keep all i in order and 
correct the unruly and diſobedient, ſo is Temperance, or Virtue, - 


to reftrain the paſſions and preſerve the body's health, peace 
and content. 


The 


r. 
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The ropes and ladders meditation ſhow, 


By which the chriſtian mounts from things vet x 
The hold's humility, the painting pride, 


The voyage you're going, Life, and time the tidez 


The different flags your words and conduct are, 

They ſhow from whence you come, whoſe name 
you bear *;. 

Vices are worms corroding all within, 

Storms are affii&ions, hurricanes are /in ; 

Dark clouds are doubts and fears, luſts are your foes, 

Pleaſures are whirlpools, waterſpouts are awoes ; 


Defpair's a quickſand many has undone, 


Pręſumption is a rock take care to ſhun 
Health is a calm, which tho? it long endure, 
Sickneſs may come, then be not too ſecure; 
In every tempeſt ſtill on Gop depend, 


By ſea and land He'll prove your conſtant friend; 


And when you've faiPd thro! time, will ſurely be 
Your wiſh*d-for haven thro? eternity. 


_ 1 EE) | * 


* 


* As the different colours of flags, their various ſituations, 
and the arms they bear, diſcover from whence ſhips come, and 
their deſign in coming, ſo a holy life and converſation ſhaw 
to whom you belong, and whither you are bound. Philip. 
ii. 20. 
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SPIRITUAL SOLDIER; 


A 1 


"Dk TW 
CHRISTIAN WARFARE. 


HIS life's a warfare, Chriſtian, fighting die, 
The vict'ry doth in per/evergrce lie (x); 
Thou art a ſoldier, CHRIS thy Captain mind (), 
About thy heart His ſacred orders bind; 
God is thy Gen'ral, and the world's the field; 


Thy ſpiritual armour will a coveting yield; 
Thuy tent is Providence, whoſe daily care 


Protects thy ſteps from ev'ry hidden ſnare; -. 
In this you're ſafe when tempeſts ſcour the plain, 
In thunder, lightning, earthquakes, hail or rain. 
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* I Tim. vi. 12. (2) Mark Xiil, 13. 


| (n) Every true chriſtian willingly inliſts himſelf under the 
banner of C ARIS T Jx8vs, and is by grace accfpted as a 
Volunteer in His ſervice, | | 
| Heaw'n 


— 
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Heav'n is the prize for which you muſt contend, 
Vet on thy Captain, not thyſelf depend 
Death's thy laſt foe, the grave's thy full releaſe 
From earthly troubles into realms of peace. 
Upon thy head Salvation's helmet wear, 
Thy breaſt-plate, Righteouſneſs, before thee bear, 
The ſhield of Faith, and Word of Gov thy ſword, 
Will ſure defence in all aſſaults afford. 

Thy numerous foes, of whom the devil's chief, 
Are paſſions, pleaſures, wices, unbelief* 3 —=_ 

With theſe, unwearied, you muſt daily fight f "wh 
Be on your guard, they watch you day and night; 
Their force is great, their number greater ſtill; . 
Satan, their captain, leads them all at will. 
Without thy Gral, thou canſt nothing do; 
Without thy Captain, they will conquer you; 
Without thy armour, thou art ſarely ſlain, 
And out of Heaven, muſt in hel! remain. 
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Jim. k. 2. 1 Tim. i. 18, 19. 
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SPIRITUAL KING 


Or RULES for 
| 20 - GOVERNMENT. | 


—HE King or Kings and Loxp or Lon ps 
on high, 


At whoſe command all princes live or die, 
Has thee, Believer, truly made a King 


OC''er ev'ry beaſt and ey'ry creeping thing“; » 


Not merely thoſe with which the evoods abound, 
But ev'ry one that in 2 F is found; 

For beaſtly laſts and creeping wices dwell 

Within thy breaſt, th* accomplices of hell; 
"Theſe, as*thy greateſt foes, be ſure to ſhun, 
And from thy preſence baniſh every one. 

Reaſon's thy throne, zruth for thy ſceptre ſway, 
Command with prudence, make thy ſlaves obey ; 
Thy crown is Grace implanted in the heart, 
With which ere long thou ſhalt for Glory part. 


— 


Gen. i. 26, 28. 


The 
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The Scriptures are thy miniſters of ſtate, 


By theſe be guided, and with theſe debate; 
Conſcience thy council beſt ſupports thy cauſe, 
Maintains thy right, and will defend, thy laws 
Paſi ons thy ſubjects. thoughts thy ſervants are, 


| Theſe you muſt govern with peculiar care. 
The Ten Commandments are thy laws, O King, 


To theſe thy ſubjects in ſubjection bring: 

Wear /elf-abaſement for thy common dreſs; 

Thy royal robes are Jzsu's Righteouſneſs. + 

Religion only for thy favourite chuſe; 

In deeds of charity thyſelf amuſe : 

Let prayer and praiſe thy chief 3 * 8 
For every bleſſing Gop ſends down to thee : p 
Thy body guards let wordt and action: prove. 
Far from thy preſence darling ſins remove. 
Rule thou with juſtice, and in meekneſs reign, 
Thus after death thou ſhalt a kingdom gain (x), 
Which, as it knows no end, ſhall ne'er be o'er, 


Thy ſure reward when time ſhall be no more; 


The glorious ſtate of which no tongue can tell (a); 
Where may I meet thee ſafe, till then, I greet thee 


well. | Gop fave the 1 


N Jn" — — 


— __—_— 


* * Matt, ii. 37 


(z) Matt, xiii. 43. Not for, but in well-doing you may 
humbly hope for a bleſſing in all your undertakings, eſpecially | 


thoſe of a religious kind, John v. 29. 
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THE 
TRAVELLERS; 
oY 3 mY 
JOURNEY or LIE. 


LY 


E all but trav'lers here on earth, 
This world is but our inn; 
Life's tranſient journey at our birth, 

As Infants, we begin. 


We'paſs thro' roads of pain and woe, 
Which lead to ſwift decay; 

Some find their pilgrimage below 
Short as a winter's day. 


- Juſt from the tender mother's womb, 
Some meet an early grave ; 
Heav'n ſtill, does but its own reſume, 
Gop takes but what He gave. 
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* Some farther into life proceed, 
And ſafe arrive to Man; 3 

But ah! how ſhort the time decreed Yr 
How frail our mortal ſpan, 


| Dark days of trouble, doubts and fears, 


The Chriftian finds at 3%, 
While trav'ling thro? this vale of tears 


To his eternal reſt. 


To ſome the roads may heavy e. 


With ſorrows overſpread, 5 
Which makes them wiſh for . remove " 
To mingle with the dead. 'T + 8 


But let us not regard the way 
In which our lot is caſt, 

If we have ſtrength for every day, 
And get ſafe home at laft. 


„ 


Er 8 2 


. ——— 
the men of the world to wiſh for death rather than /ife, it 


ſhould, and will be the real chriſtian's ptayer, at * times, 
Lon p, not my will, but Thine be done. | 
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„ 
The following was written by the 


AUTHOR To A FRIEND, 


'In Aus wn to the QuesTIONs, 


What is Farrn, and how is it 


to be obtained ? 
„ ALLEGORY. 


Dax e 


* incloſed, I hope, will ſatisfy you con- 
cerning the queries in your laſt. 


I live in the center of the Ifle of Man, ſitu- 
ated on a lofty eminence at the beginning of 


the road to Salvation, from whence every one 


| that reaches my abode, has a delightful and ex- 
tenſive proſpect of the Holy Land. I keep but 
few acquaintance, and they are denominated, 
True Believers, My chief employment is realiz- 


ing things unſeen, ſo that the ſpectator is enabled 


to reſt aſſured of their full accompilliiment. . My 
daily 
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daily food is the Promiſes, which Ialwaysentertain 
my acquaintance with; they never make ſo 
good a meal of them as in my company; I dreſs 
them in ſuch a palatable manner, that they can» 
not fail of being acceptable to all who: viſit 
me. I am well known among the nobility at 
the Empyreal court; my intereſt there is ſo great, 
that I can introduce any one into the Royal = 
- Preſence, and aſſure him of a favourable recep - 
tion, whether cloathed-in the robes of grandeur, 
or covered with the beggar's rags: my friends 
are highly honoured . whenever they appear at 5 
court, and dignified with the title of the King 8 
Sons * ; accounted His children in the preſent. 
ſtate, and ſhall reign with Him eternally in | 
Glory. I have wrought many miracles in for- 
mer ages, and continue to do wonders to the 
preſent day; I have had Kings for my acquain- 
tance, and Princes have courted my efteem : 
thro' me the flames of martyrdom have been 
endured with pleaſure ; with me whoever are 
found ſhall have everlaſting life, whilſt all 
without me muſt be truly miſerable (z): in a 
word, I am the /ife of the real Chriſtian, the 
teleſcope of the Saints of old, and heavenly _ 


ms 


John 15 12. () John iii. 36. 
1111 
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 ſpeftive at preſent. Would you know me ? 
apply to Jesvs. CHRIST, who only can procurg 
you my acquaintance; be aſſured He will readily 
aſſiſt you in finding me out, and making me your 
boſom friend. Are you acquainted with me? 
ſhow it by your works: I am a companion of 
the active chriſtian, but an enemy. to ſloth, 
Would you have me prove your friend at death? 
reſt alone on me, thro' the REDEEMER, for 
acceptance and ſalvation. Are you a Sinner? 
pray to Gop for me; are you a | Chriſtian ? pray 
to Him in me; are you voi then live 
by me: thre me ſuch delightful proſpects are 
' beheld which all the glaſſes in the world will 
never diſcover; nor can they be ſeen without me : 
there is nothing you can wiſh, want, or ſtand 
in need of, but J can procure you; only af 
in me, and it ſhall be given; ſeek, and jou ſhall 
find ; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you v. 
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I remain, dear Sir, 


— —— ꝗ - — — w 
2 . 2 — r 


| Your real friend and well-wiſher, 
| v | 
| li | 5 * Matt. xxi. 22. Chap. vii. 7. 
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GENTLEMAN IN THE: COUNTRY 


19. H3S 


FRIEND mw TOWN, 


DESECREFHING HIS 


Situation aud Employments. 


Dear FRIEND, | 

N your laſt, you deſire an account of my ſitu- 
ation and employments, which J take the 
firſt opportunity of ſending, not doubting but 
you will accept it, with your accuftomed con- 
deſcenſion and good nature. My houſe is 
ſmall but very convenient, having no appen- 
dages belonging to it, that are ornamental with- 
out being uſeful ; the feveral objects daily pre- 
ſented to my view, I endeavour to ſpiritualize 
for my own benefit and advantage; in order to 
K 4 this 


: | 
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this, I compare my habitation to the body“ 
the upper room I ſtile the head; my thoughts 
and ideas are the conſtant, and occaſional viſi- 
tors; paſſions, affections, words and actions are 
my houſhold; eyes are the windows; ears 
and mouth are the doors; the tongue the key; 
ſilence the lock; temperance, prudence and cit- 
cumſpection, thro” the blefling of God, the faſ- 
tenings that keep all ſecure within; the ſoul is the 
tenant ; the ALMIGHTY, with reverence, is the 
landlord; the leaſe is life; conſcience is my houſe- 
keeper ; the bible my companion; and Provi- 
dence my boſom friend. Satan (whom I ſtile 
the head of a deſperate gang of thieves, viz. 
the luſts of the fleſh, the luſts of the eye, and the 
pride of life, including every temptation and ſnare 
which he too ſucceſsfully makes uſe of to draw 
me into fin) is conſtantly endeavouring to take 
me by ſurpriſe, ſo that my poor ſoul is ever liable 
to be harraſſed by this ſpiteful and malicious foe, 
and impriſoned in the cell of deſpondeney, and 
fettered with the irons of deſpair, unleſs protected 
by the ALMIGHTY's' goodneſs, which I hope 


13 - 


| —ü— 


„„ 
2 


. Theſe refleftions may ſuitably engage your thoughts when- 
ever you paſs by a houſe in Town or Country, 


will 
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will ever be the caſe; as thoſe who are in debt, 
being protected by one or other of the nobility, 
are placed out of the reach of the laws, and 
no longer under the neceſſity of A 
priſon, | 

When I Fl in the morning, it brings to my 
mind the general reſurrection. at the laſt day 
when I dine it reminds me of the miracles our 
 Lorp wrought with the loaves and fiſhes ; when 
I ſup, it brings to my remembrance the paſſoyer 
which CHRIS inſtituted for His diſciples, the 
night before His crucifixion; when I dreſs or un- 
dreſs, it reminds me of that paſſage of the Apoſtle 
Paul's, For this corruptible muſt put on incorrup- 
tion, and this mortal, immortality * ; when I lay 
don to fleep, I think how ſoon the grave muſt 
be my bed, and death my, /a/? ſleep; my exiſ- 
tence I compare to a dream, that ſoon paſſeth 
away and is forgotten, as Dr. Watts obſerves. 


This life's a dream, an empty ſhow, 
But the bright world to which I go, 
HFath joys ſubſtantial and ſincere, 
When ſhall I wake and find me there? 


4 1 Cor, xV, LK 
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My garden I compare to the world; the ſes 
xeral walks. in it, to the different ſtations and re- 
lations mankind go thro' in life ; the borders, in- 
 terſperſed with flowers of every hue, are the 
yarious duties belonging to each ſtation; and the 
lofty trees are the virtues and graces which adorn 
the man and chriſtian, both in his public and 
private character. Do trees yield a ſhade from 
the heat and covert from the rain, by their ſpread- 
ing leaves? ſo in proſperity do humility and 


good nature protect us from the ſins of pride and | 


haughtineſs; ſo in a ſtate of health and affluence, 
does gratitude to Gon, and charity and benevo- 
lence to men, preferve us from the ſins of forget- 
fulneſs of our MAk ER, avarice in our diſpoſitions 
and contempt of our fellow creatures; ſo under 
afflicton and poverty, does reſignation and con- 
tentment defend us from murmuring and repin- 

ing, by bringing forth the fruits of faith, hope, 

patience and ſubmiſſion in the ſoul. But to go 
on with the allegory, I ſtile a freedom from pain 
and ſickneſs, my pleaſure garden; ſorrow and ca- 
lamity, my pbyſie garden; the ſcriptures my kitchen 
garden, the many promiſes therein are the herbs, 
plants and fruits my ſoul feeds on, in every con- 
dition, for her comfort, ue. and ſup- 


port; 
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port; the gardener is religion; his dreſs is meek- 
neſs; his watering pot is grace, and the water 
is belief, confidence and dependance upon Gopz 
the hoe with which he digs up and extirpates 
the weeds of ſin, is repentance; the ſcythe he 
uſes is ſelf abaſement, ſharpened by contrition 
and ſelf knowledge, with the lay-ſtone of con · 
viction. My ſummer houſe I compare to con- 
templatiop; the floor is ſedateneſs, refting on the 
joiſts of reflection, which are fixt in the ſommers * 
of conſcience and thoughtfulneſs; the windows 
are the teachings and direction of the Horx 
SPIRIT, faſtened in the caſements of truſt;in, 
and aſſurance of the accompliſhment of the pro- 
miſes (x); health I call fine weather, enlivened 
with the ſun of proſperity ; ſickneſs bad and 
gloomy weather, overclouded with doubts and 
fears; joy and grief I ſtile refreſhing ſhowers 
or overwhelming ſtorms, according to the 
nature, degree and greatneſs of them; winds 
are trials and bereaving providences, which 
ſharpen the air of adverſity, and blow down the 


— — 


* Sommers, in a building, are the pieces of wood which 
ſupport the joiſts of the flooring. 
(x) Heb, xi. 15, 


trees 
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| trees of comfort and conſolation, unlefs ſoftenes | 
dy the calmneſs of aſſurance of future good *; 
I often employ myſelf in my ſummer houſe, pe- 
ruſing my library of thoughts,, or looking thro' 
the teleſcope of a lively faith, to the land afar offi, 
which brings the happineſs of it ſo near, that I 
ean, with unſpeakable pleaſure, anticipate the 
joys and felicity it affords to its - bleſſed 
inhabitants, thro' a long eternity; there may 1 
meet you, (when this tabernacle of fleſh ſhall be 
. taken down by the Almighty Landlord, to be 
rebuilt on a more glorious plan, ſo ſtrong as to 
laſt for ever, without the leaſt decay) not as a 
| tenant of a mortal body, but an heir of immor- 


tality and never-ending happineſs, is * * 
dire and. earneſt prayer of, 


DAR Friend, 
Yours, &c. 


RUSTICUS. 
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Suitable to all Ages and Conditions i in Life. 


OUNG Man, take heed, your danger's grodky 
Be wiſe before it proves tos late (=) 

Bad company and falſhood ſliun, ; 
For theſe their thouſands have undone +. 
Hate fr/* appearances of evil; 2 
Dare not to parle with the devil *: 
Prepare for death, temptation fly; 
The young as well as old may die. 
The pleaſures of the preſent ate | 
Anxiety and pain create; | 
Sin, Satan and the World combine | 
To ruin ſouls, take care of thine ; | 
The /malleft fault with grief deplore z 
One fin leads on to thouſands more: 
Hear much, but let your words be few. 
Do as you would be done unto : 
Of unrepented crimes beware; 
A guilty conſcience who can n bear? 


«© 5 
„ 


(=) Eeclel. xii. Ts | 
» To debate with ſo powerful an adverſary as the devil a, 
in effect, to give him the advantage over us, and an oppor». 
an of gaining a compleat victory, to our eternal perditim. 
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Religion make your fr concern; 
In ev'ry ſtate your duty learn: 
Let Heav'n your greateſt care engage; 
Be virtuous in a vicious age. | 
If Providence affi&4ion ſends, [ 
Believe tis for the avi/eff ends. = 
Beyond the grave two ftates remain 
Of everlaſting bliſs or pain. 
Art thou a Man? thy place adorn ; 
To trouble all mankind are born *. 
Are you a Chriſtian ? always aim 
To make your actions prove the ſame, . 
Be not a man of s, but deeds ; 
Example (precept) far exceeds. 
Have you got riches ? then take care 
On what you ſpend them, how and where. 
If thou art poor, be ſtill content, 
Riches to men are only lent : 
Deſire not riches, they bewitch ; 
Contentment makes the poor man rich, 
Firſt thoughts, tho' good, it is confeſt 
That /econd thoughts are often beſt. 
This life is ſhort, your ways amend ; 
Eternity will know no end. 


— — — — — 


The above poem being divided into couplets, each 1 
general contains a u ſentiment, to aſſiſt the memory. 


6 , * * 
MY F 
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rt thou a Son ? inſtruction hear; 
Thy parents ſerve with filial fear. 
Art thou a Father ? rule with love; 
Thy children's beſt example prove. 
Art thou a Huſband? love thy wife; 
True friendſhip is the balm of life. 
Art thou a Maſter ? ſervants mind; 
If wealthy, to the poor be kind. 
Art thou a King ? in meekneſs reign 3 
The hearts of ſubjects ſtrive to gain, 
Art thou a Daughter? a& with carez 

Be duteous, and a modeſt Fair : 

Be virtue thy unfading bloom, 

For mental charms ſurvive the tomb, 

Art thou a Wife? be like the dvve 
In conſtancy as well as love. 

Art thou a Mother? children ſhow 
The way wherein they ought to go. 
Art thou a Miſtreſs ? then be wiſe z 
Good honſewifry in prudence lies. 

Art thou a Friend? be then fincersy 
In powerty a friend appear. 
Art thou a Servant! faithful be; 
Commend thyſelf by induftry. 
In every action, place and ſtation, 
Aim at thy Maxzz's approbation“ . 


ets io . 
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| * In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He ſhall diram thy 
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EXPLANATION or The MAP 


— hm TE —_— 


| | OF THE i =P 
ROADS.ro HAPPINESS axp MISERY. 


FF HE road to Happineſs lies in the three counties of Repenrance, 
Faith and Perſeverunce. The real Chriſtiah, in his journey 


to Glory, not only paſſes thro', but generally viſits every noted 


town, village, &c. in each county. | 
The weather, as he goes thro' the county of Repentance, is fre- 


quently variable, and but ſeldom fair and pleaſant, occaſioned by 


ſtorms of inward diftreſs, blown up by the winds of temptations, 
evil thoughts and ſharp conteſts with fin, ſatan, the world and 
bis own deceitful heart; the heavy clouds and unwholeſome 
vapors of doubtful ſuggeſtions,” riſing out of the ocean of diſ- 


treſſing fears, often thicken and overſpread the atmoſphere of 


his ſoul, and bring on the fogs of error, uncertainty and miſap- 
prehenſions; but when he gets into the county of Faith, x 
weather is more ſetaled, calm and ſerene ; the afore-mentioned 


clouds and vapors being diſſipated by the enlivening beams of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs ;* tho* the ſame winds uſually blow here as 


in the former county, but not fo violent and alarmitig, yet hard 
enough now-and-then as to ſhake the foundations of many of 
the principal towns, and nearly to deſtroy the village of Weak 
Faith : the river of Afliction, which runs along the borders of 
this county, is ſometimes greatly agitated by theſe winds, and 
would, in all probability, entirely overwhelm the chriſtian tra- 
veller, if the ſtreams of Comfort, flowing from the towns of 
Patience, Goſpel Supports and Confidence in Gov, did not yield 
him daily and freſh ſupplies of conſalation under his various tem- 


poral as well as ſpiritual calamities. When he gets into the 
County of Perſeverance the weather is moſtly fine and pleaſant, 


tho” the river of Doubt, which riſes on tbis fide the river 
Jordan, often overfiows great part of this county, and makes it 
very indifferent and diſagreeable travelling; but when this does 
not happen, it is, beyond expreſſion, pleaſant and delightful, 


eſpecially if he can get to the town of Aſſurance, for the heavenly 


views, or rather foretaſtes of happineſs, he is favored with there, 
makes the valley of the Shadow of Death a vale of peace and 
tranquillity, and Fordan a ſmooth and welcome river to paſs 


thro', ſo that the real Chriſtian goes on rejoicing till he gets to 


Glory, a city of habitations, whoſe builder and maker is = 
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© Theroptl to Miſery lies in the three counities of Tire, 


racy and Impenitence, Men in general continue in the plains 
of Free Will and Morality, till taught, by Divine Goodneſs, their 
need of Salvation, they ſet their faces Zion-ward, and volunta- 
rily inliſt themſelves in the ſervice of Jzsus Cn Is T. Too 
many indeed are unhappily influenced by the example of worldly 
meb, and fo go the bye road to hell, not as open profiipates,- but 
moral honeſt perſons; theſe will not be condemned at laſt for 
living ſo well as they did, but for not living better; while others, 
over- perſuaded by the dictates of youthful paſſions and corrupt 
nature, deaf to the admonitions of Conſcience, and impatient 
of reſtraint, get into the county of 1ndifference, and imprudently 
viſiting many, if not all the toons, willages, &c. in the county, 
are hurried almoſt unawares * thro”, the other counties of 
Obduracy and Impenitence (unleſs Remorſe, a ſervant of Free Grace, 
lo1d of the manor of the county of Repentance. does not over- 
take and prevail with them to turn from their evil ways and 
live) till they get to the gulf of Death (the thick fogs of evil 
and corrupt affections preventing them diſcerning the ſtorms of 
Divine Wrath, ready to be potired upon them) where the devil 
laugbs them to ſcorn, and takes poſſeſſion of their ſouls for 
eternity. | 2 
N. B. Towgs and remarkable places are diſtinguiſhed by 
being in larger charaters, . —.— | 
See, Reader, from the map, how far a perſon may go in out- 
ward profeſſions, duties, &c. and yet be only in the plains of 
Free Will and Morality, or, in other words, nothing more than 
a good moruliſ. OS IR 
See alſo from the map, how far the bypocr:ire,may go on in a 
courſe of good 2works' and external appearances of religion, even 
to the county of Faith, where he might paſs with many for 2 
ood chriſtian, but meeting there with the ſpring of. Trials, he 
s diſguſted at it, turns back, and becomes, by his actions, an 
open candidate for hell, Examine yourſelf then, by the touch- 
ſtone of the Coſpel, whether you are a true follower of J=sus 
Can _—_ ot, by your wicked life and conduct, an advocate for 
the devil. 2 5 1 
Fach Traveller ſets off from the City of "Reaſon, 


The degrees of vice are marked but little at firſt,” and end 
in exceeding large ones, to ſhew that no one is wieked all at. 
once, but go on from little to great lengths in wickedneſs, till 
they aſſuredly terminate in higheſt degrees of vice and 
miſery, according to that common obfervation, N t 
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